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In ſeveral LETTERS to the Author 


— 


VV 
gon And of The Scheme "IE Literal Prophecy © © 
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LETTER I. 


PROVING 
The CHRISTIAN RRLTGILO N uot founded on 
Judaiſm, but on the Love of GOD to Man, as be- 
ing the only Way to Everlaſting Happineſs, and eſta- 
bliſhed before the Creation. ; 
Judaiſm inſtituted only to manifeſ# the Meſſiah, and now 


abrogated, as having anſwer'd the Purpoſe "of its In- 
fritution. 


„ 4 a 


= 4 


_ wk 


"_ ak es aa. 5 


Mizae nenuwes x; Baby Caceledr oÞ ,b n Av: This 
n of the Scriptures is 4 vaſt Precipice and a deep Pit. 
St. Epiphanius. 


* OS VIP" EY ” * = 


en * 
- THT #y- £46 1 
a 
>. 
— * — * 
n, v Ly 


LONDON: 


Printed for WILLIAM Innys, at the Weſt End of. 80 P a4 11 1 


| M. DCC, XXVILL, + </IHC&@-b 
9 a 


. 
aide l * er. R ; 
V+ * — — C 0 * 
— 1 1 
1 - "— . — * 
r * - Fi = n 
7 H 5 W 2 N | - "0 
_ 8 * 9 a 26 2 2 1 — - » . > 
. 2 * 0 a g ” . 
* A k — hs * ka 5 
R's «GEN 1 'F 94 W p a 6 1 k 1 
by og IS 5 1 


_w 
F 
nr TT 
8 — — 
2 — 4 . 5 r 22 
Ta” Þ SAS = 


9223 


* ww — — . ware actin 


* 2 = * # 4 2 » SY 2 


vs n 7 
SL . 


. | 
& N * 
eee eee b | 
N . 8 f 3 Ks : 0 ; 
* * 4 . 8 L 
" * 5 N 1 
* * 
: 
1 * 
1 
p 
r 
So ET 
4 + 
5 
» o 
: 
S - 2 Ir 
: £ 4 
* E. 1 
N 
* * 
» 7. 
1 
U pl . 
5 
q * 
* Fu o 


OE , ov” 2 Eo aa 
N X 7 8 * 


een * 7 


"© 


N. 6 | sf. 34:4 þ 1 1 


97797 — ́ 2 2 1 3 * * 


* 

o : . 

e. 13 
— — — —ͤ—„— hte £ 


— 


95 4 : &.. PF. ; 
* Ye | * 18 5. 1 FT 
"004.00 FREY, Gy * a. vm 


- . . . + 


CONTENTS 


F. I. F HE State of the Queſtion, 


—— 


P viz. That the Deſcrip- 
IJ tion of the Meſſiah in 
2 the Literal Senſe of 

the Prophecies _ be 
exatly anſwerd by 

that Chriſt in whom we are to believe —- 

- 8 
wn T his makes it neceſſary to enquire into 
the Verſion © „ 3 

F. II. The Imperfections of the Tranſlations 
accounted r | ibid. 
F. III. (1.) An Aſſertion in the Grounds, viz. 
That Chriſtianity is founded on Ju- 

* daiſm” confuted by theſe to Propoſi- 


ions, VIZ, 


I. That the Chriſtian Religion is founded 
upon the inexpreſſible Love of God to 
Man, as being the only way to ever- 
laſting Happineſs, and that it was eſta- 
bliſhed before the Creation 

A 2 I. That 


; 
ö 
9 
1 ? 
—_ 
* BE 
" 72 
81 T 
1 ; * 
= 
1 
I 
P 
PF. 
11 
* 
; : 
il 


y 5 W 
r Vo 
0 © bY Ta, £ 


II. That Fudai ifs Was inſtituted a to ma- 
nifeſt the Meſſiah, and is now abro- 
gated, as having anſwer'd the Purpoſes 
of its Inſtitution Pag. 8 


The Proof of theſe is the Buſineſs of 
this Letter. 


H. III. (2). The Words uſed in the Proof of 


thoſe Propoſitions not capable of con- 


ing perfect Ideas 9 
§. IV. (9-4 1). The End of our Creation, which is 


that we may be for ever happy — ibid. 
29. — een 7 be fo 8 _ 

liable to be for ever miſerable * 
G6.) God foreſaw Man mole make bin. 
ſelf miſerable ilid. 


$.V. (1). The Eternal Word offer'd hinſelf 


to redeem us 
The Oblation recorded, Pſ-1.x1.8. 4 
( 2) The Eternal Word one Perſon. in the 
Godhead © I5 
(3). The Definition of the 1 ord Perſon. 1b. 
 —— Of Perſonality in God 19 
(a). The Perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt ibid. 
§. VI. (1). The Record of the Acceptance of 
the Oblation of the Eternal Mord to re- 
deem Mankind, in Pfal. ex... A new Ver- 
ſion thereof 21 
g. VII. (1). Obſervations hon that new Verſion, 
Obſ. i. That the Eternal Word was to 
govern the World firſt in a viſible 
Body of Dew, or  Etherial Water; 


and then, if neceſſary, in . 
Nature. 


The CONTENTS. 


Nature. Theſe viſible Bodies called 

_ Shecinahs Pag. 33 
Obſ. ii. T heſe diſtin Shecinahs imply two 
y Oeconomies or Forms of Government 
'$ of this World; the former certain, the 
2 latter proviſional, in caſe Man ſhould 
f #3 want Redemption | | 
| Obſ. iii. In the firft Oeconomy the Holy 

Ghoſt was to have a Shecinah of Fire, 

and in the ſecond Oeconomy his She- 

cinah was to be the Conſciences of 

Men 1bid. 

Obſ. iv. The Office of the Word incar- 
nate PE . 

Obſ.v. This decreed before the Creation 35 

Obſ. vi. No Secular Penal Laws men- 
tioned in the Plalm, declaring theſe 
Oeconomies ibid. 

F. VII. (2). Method to prevent Error in Reli- 
gion propoſed _ 36 


R e 0 r © © 


ſlated from the Hebrew 7 
(29. Obſervations thereupon, 

p Obſ. i. Bereſhith Elohim. --- Three Per- 

ſons in One God, is the Creator 47 

Obſ. ii. Some Phyſiological Terms hitherto 

__ erroneouſly tranſlated 48 

Obſ. 11, —— May excuſe the Errors in 

Terms Theological ibid. 

F. IX. (1.) Reaſons for God's appearing in 

the Shecinabs = 


'þ (2.) The Formation of the two former She- 
1 51 
(3). Paſ- 


cinahbs 


34 


1 $. VIII. (1). The Hiſtory of the Creation, tran- 


» 


The CONTENTS. 


(..) Paſſages mentioning the Shecinahs —— | 


In the common Verſion Pag. 53 


(4.) — In the Original where they are. 


MENTION d 


1. More perfectly 56 


(.) The Angel in St. Luke xxii. 43. 58 


(6.) 11. In the Original the Shecinahs men- 
tioned more frequently Pa. Ead. 

111. Many Paſſages which are plain in the 
Original, made obſcure in the Verſion, 


by not underſtanding them to ſpeak of 


the Shecinahs | = v9 
Inſtanced in Iſaiah viii. 14. Pa. Ead. 
(7. —— Heb. ii. 9. . 
(8.) The Method of Argument in this Let- 
ter, thereby recommended 62 
g. X. (I.) Tranſition to the Creation of 
Man „„ Pa. Ead. 
(2.) Hiſtory there, 63 
(3.) Methodius's Argument for the Trini- 
ty from hence bs 64 
(4.) Option of Happineſs or Miſery given 
adn | 65 

('5-) And to Eve — Both choſe Miſery 67 
(6,) (7.) And put an end to the firſt Oeco- 
nomy, and gave Occaſion to the Com- 
mencement of the ſecond; this de- 


clared in the Sentence upon the Ser- 


pent, Gen. iii. 15. 67, &c. 
. XI. (1.) Hence the Neceſſity of a Savi- 
our, God incarnate ; repreſented to 
St. John in the Revelations 71 


The Contents of the Revelations 72 


F. xll. 


2 
7 
Wok 
of 24 
N 


„ 


The CONTENTS. 


F. XII. (10 The Dodtvine of the preceding 


Pages reduced to Propoſitions Pag, 78 
(c.) The Grounds and Reaſons of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as ſer forth in 


Phil. 11. 4. G.. 83 


(3.0 This Peg Occonomy more advanta- 
geous to Man 88 


is. XIII. The Proof of the ſrebud Propoſi tion, 


In pag. 8, Vis. 
I. That Fudaiſm was inſtituted only to ma- 


nifeſt the Meffiah, and is Now abro- 
gated, as having anſwered the Purpoſes 


of its Inſtitution 89 


N. XIII. (I.) The Office of the Meſff ah re- 


quires him to be God incarnate of 4 


Virgin, yet to be in all things like us 
Pa. Ead. 


(2.) Therefore not to be diſtinguiſhed from 
other Men, but by ſome external Cir- 


cumſtantes nor applicable TO any ot her, 
and to be N A Dal Incarni- 
tion 90 


Of theſe, divers required the Inſtitution of 
© Tudaiſm, of which are inſtanced Five, vis. 
1. That he ſhould be incarnate of the Family 


of Abraham 91 
1.——Of the Tribe of Tudat 93 
111. 1 the Houſe - David 95 

thas Houſe 
100 


v. — 9 * the 2 Temple 101 


. 


vir 


= ; "ED 7 th nds 


vs. 


viii The CONTENTS. 
F. XIV. Diſtinction between the Prophecies 
that deſcribe the Perſon, and thoſe © 
that deſcribe the Office-of the Meſſiah © 
1 Pag. 19 
g. XV. (I.) Particular Proof that Judaiſm 1 
4 was to be abrogated, viz, 111 
. 1. As to the Prieſthood 112 
8 11. —— The Sacrifices Pa. Fad. 
111. The Variation from the univerſally 
moral Laws x 113 
(2.) + "Mia of the Literal Scheme anſwer- _T 

| * e | 115 
The Cloſe 8 118 F 


4 ORG 


r 
. 


—— — —U— 2 — 1 


wks 


CS TIEN 
” x; 


— 
A on. 
* 


* . 
1 
— * 


wa —— Soren umen —— —¼a 
4 ©, S's 
NN, 
een 
— — — Ny — 
5 


— — — . 


——— 
— een 
> 


* % 4 " 
„ 


4 
: 8 
* — —— —— 9 * — * 2 — * 
9 © 
& 


— 4 — — * 
— — — 
— 
mt by Pa 
* 7 q Ky r 
* e 
9 Py 


* * 


E R R A T A. 


4 ; | | Page 36. lin. 27. for Truth read Faith, Pag. 104. lin. 23. 
£ for Deut. xxviii. read Deut. xviii. 


4 n d A 
ns * n 4 * 8 of 
Fr 
. 4 » "4 n 
„ . * : 
2 4 # Jer. 


Ks 


* a þ War ates : 
- N 
a . n r 
_ 2 o = SV: fag, 
OD, re EIS Gee nh ea — 
— 1 — 


Rs 
e 
6＋ͤy)ſꝙ—— 2 ˙ AE 


- — 


—— 


5 


2 * be IN OY 232 * 
. 
—ͥ ¹·¹1mĩ ²˙ - 


as being the only Way to everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs,andeſtabliſh'd before the Creation. 


Judaiſm inſtituted only to manifeſt the 
' Meſliah,and now abrogated, as having 
anſwer d the Purpoſes of its Inſtitution. 

3. 1 
CIALIS RACIAL? CF IAVICIA 


HE very great and learned Sec. 1. 
Pains you have taken in your 
two Diſcourſes lately publiſh'd, 
make me hope you will not deny 

4 your Attention to theſe Papers, 
deſigned for your Service, without any other 

View whatever; not doubting but that you, 

3 when 
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. The Chriſtian Religion not founded 


when you are convinced of your dangerous 


Errors, will be equally induſtrious to reduce 


thoſe that are now ſeduced, as you have hi- 


therto been in your Enquiry after Truth, 
tho? failing of Succeſs. 


You will not expect me to follow the . 
Excurſions in your Books, which perhaps 
may have been thought proper in their ſeve- 


ral Places, but can have no Uſe between 


you and me, who am to anſwer only your 


main Queſtion. This, in as ſtrong Terms as 


Ican put it, conſiſtent with what you aim 


ar, 18, 


| That the Deſcription of the Mefſ ah in 


the literal Senſe of the Frophecies, muſt 
be exacily anſwer'd by that * in 


whom we are to believe. 


I CoNFESS, Sir, theſe are not your 
Words; but the Queſtion thus put, gives 


vou, what has coſt you a deal of Pains to 


prove, 'viz. That the Prophecies are to be 
taken only in their literal Senſe, And at 
the ſame time it will prevent our Enquiry 
into the unſettled: Notions of modern Com- 


mentators. The literal Senſe is, that which 


every one can judge of as well as your Great 
Grotius, or his Ape poor Sam White, or 
even the mathematical Theologians of exqui- 
ſite Judgment, or the notable Author of The 
Eſſay for « a new (Whiſtonian) Bible, or the 


critical 
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I or Jupaism. ect I, 18. 
rous Critical Capellus, whoſe Spittle that unhappy 


luce Eſſay-Man has ſucked out of the Sponges 
with which Buxrorf, and other more learned 
and more godly Men than Capell, have long 
« ® ſince waſhed out thoſe impious Errors. Nay, 


the in one word, he who runs may read the li- 
aps teral Senſe. 


Ve- BUT then, Sir, it will be neceſſary to 


een fix this liceval Senſe, by a ſevere Enquiry 
our into the Tranſlation of the Hebrew, with- 
s as out Partiality, or reſpe& of perſons, how 
um great or learned ſoever. 


F. II. Ir may ſeem aſſuming for a private 
in Man to queſtion the Juſtneſs of that Tran- 
uſt Nation which has been fo long receiv'd. But, 

Sir, you cannot but know it was firſt done 
imperfectly into Greek, and that thoſe Im- 
Perfections are not quite removed. 

THERE was in my humble Opinion a 
bur Neceſſity for ſuch Conduct in the firſt Tran- 
ves ſlators, and for the Continuance thereof in 
to the Infancy of the Chriſtian Church ; but 
be nov that Occaſion is wholly removed, and 
at We ought to have a true, perfect, juſt; and 
ry literal Verſion. 
m- TRE firſt Greek' Verſion, as you, Sir, 
ch know very well, was made to gratify a hea- 
ar then King of Eg ypt near three Ages before 
or the Incarnation of God our Saviour ; this was 
11- the external Motive, but Providence ſeems 
he to have had a further View. The Prophetick 
he eſgnations of our "m5 7 were ſet down 
al i - 2 in 
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4 The Chriſtian Religion not founded T 
in that Hebrew Bible thoſe Men were to 
tranſlate ; and which without a Tranſlation 7 
might have been ſuſpected of Forgery, as 
being in the Hands of thoſe very People 
among whom they were to be fulfill'd; and 
not poſſible to be univerſally known, but by 
a Verlion into a Language generally under- 
ſtood, as Greek then was, but the Hebrew 
was not. TO bo | 

Now, in this Hebrew Bible the Infinite 
Being, the Creator and Governor of the 
World, 1s every where ſpoken of, as Three 
in One, and One in Three : And the Meſſiah, 
whoſe Perſon is deſcribed in the Prophetick 
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N Paſſages is One of thoſe Three. Theſe are \ 
1 Doctrines which might very rationally be 1 
4 foreſeen, would not take with the Grecian 1 
4 Sophiſts; and that had thePaſſages andClauſes 
1 which ſet them forth been literally render'd, 
4 the wholeBook would have been rejected, and | 
. the End of Providence defeated, which 1 
4 ſeems to have been the Publication of thoſe . 
4 Prophecies we are to enquire into. I cannot | 
. but be of this Opinion, becauſe the merry | 
4 Lucian, (or if Mr. Moyle pleaſes, his near | 
4 Cotemporary) did actually ridicule this | 
E Doctrir of the Trinity, tho he ſaw the Blood 

of the Martyrs, who witneſſed to the Truth 

of it, then upon the Ground, and ſtill freſh - 

REAR. +: - 


LET me inſtance only one Paſſage, to ſhew 
the Prudence of thoſe firſt Interpreters ; the 
Text in Feremy ſpeaking of the Meffah, 
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ſcribed his Perſon as to 


on Jup AIS M. Sea.IL. 
This is the Name by which he ſhall be called 


the Lord our Righteouſneſs, (1n the Hebrew 
Febovah our Sedeck) this they render, he ſhall 


be called Joſedec; thereby concealing the 


Myſtery of the Faith, his being Febovab (the 
Eternal, Supream Being, ) --- our Righteouſ- 
neſs, --- (taking on him our Nature, and therein 


ſuffering for us, and making us righteous; 


and at the ſame time ſending us to the 
Original to be ſatisfied therein: So, not 
perverting the Text, but prudently keeping 
the Pearls from thoſe of whom they had little 
Hopes of their being the better for them. 
THE Chriſtian Church in her Infancy 
was under a Neceſſity of uſing this Verſion, 
imperfect as it was; the Prophecies concern- 
ing the Me//iah were from thence to be taken 
and apply'd to the Perſon of Feſis of Naza- 
reth ;, and tho they did not fully deſcribe 
his Nature and his Offices, yet they ſo de- 
to put it out of all 
doubt whether we ſhould look for any other, 
and thereby convinced the Greeks that this 
Religion had a firm Foundation. Thoſe 
Prophecies had been in their Hands long 
enough to take off all Suſpicion of Forgery, 


and were full enough to point out the Perſon 


of our Saviour. Eſpecially, ſince we know 
they added divers Clauſes for their fuller 
Explanation, which their Succeſſors have 
ſince expunged. See Juſtin Martyr's Dia- 
logue with Typ ho. 
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6 The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
THE Greek Verſion, 1mperfet as it is, 


will be of great Uſe to us: There are there: 
in a thouſand Clauſes which give us the Ge- 0 


1 nius of the Hebrew Language, by which we #þ 
1 may be able to judge the Senſe of ſuch Paſ- tl 
1 ſages as appear miſconſtrued, and of ſuch = 
| as are omitted in the Verſion; eſpecially if rx 
we examine the Uſe of any Word in all the ' P 
1 ſeveral Clauſes in which it occurs, | Xt 
4 WHEN the bleſſed Apoſtles were to con- | 2 
4 vert the heathen World to the Chriſtian | > 
E Faith, their firſtand chiefeſtArguments might = V 
4 be from theſe Prophecies, and their Accom- EF a 
3 pliſhment in the Perſon of Jeſus of Nazareth, 1 -Þ 
5 our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Such Paſſages 1 
1 as were juſtly tranſlated, they might begin mn 

2 with to engage Attention, and then they p 
4 could correct the Verſion of the reſt ; they _ a 
: could appeal to ſuch Fews as knew the He- 7 
5 Brew, for their Fidelity herein. And if thole _ 

14 Men would not own the Truth, God Al- 1 
4 mighty could interpoſe ; and the Apoſtle * 
1 could prove his Aſſertion with a Miracle. 1 
4  THho' we cannot pretend to this Hap- <C 
4 pineſs at this Day, yet there are learned 1 
1 Men enough to whom we can appeal. And C 
4 if Lam not miſtaken, you your ſelf too can 1 
2 judge of fuch Variations as you find between Þ 
4 the Engliſb Bible and my Tranſlation of the — 1 

| Paſſages I ſhall uſe. EE. = tt 
Iam wellaware, the Commentators I men | A 
tion'd, and their Brethren, will endeavour f 

to prejudice you againſt the Verſion T am 1 ? 
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on JUDAISM. Seca. II. 
uſe, in many of the Paſſages upon which 
* my Arguments are founded. But, Sir, your 
* _ own Penetration has already diſcovered the 
* ſpiritual Blindneſs of ſome of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen. They themſelves want ſomebody to 
lead them by the Hand out of thoſe Er- 
rors, of which you have convicted them. 
But Sir, if they can ſhew an Error in an 
thing here advanced, it ſhall be publickly 
acknowledged, and they thanked for the 
Notice of it. But if they are really con- 
vinced of the Neceſſity of theſe Alterations, 
and ſtifle thoſe Convictions, let them remem- 
ber, the Judge ſtands at the Door; and if 
they continue to deny him, the Day is com- 
ing when he will deny them; when their So- 
phiſms will not either ſtifle che Worm that 
dies not, or give them the leaſt Drop of Wa- 
ter to cool their Tongues, | 

As for the Orthodox, if for the preſent it 
ſhould give them ſome Diſorder, to ſee theſe 
Paſſages in the Bible tranſlated fo very va- 
Tiouſly from what they have hitherto re- 
ceived, they will be pleaſed to obſerve, all 
that I aim is the Confirmation of thoſe Do- 
ctrines they profeſs, and the anſwering your 
Doubts and Scruples, which they defire to 
have anſwered, to your entire Satisfaction. 
This I conclude from the Moderation and 

tender Compaſſion they have always ſhewn, 
and continue to ſhew, to thoſe who diſſent 
from them. 


BUT 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 


BU r, Sir, I muſt depend upon your Pro- 


miſe, and that of every Reader, not to en- 


quire who it is that writes this to you; this 
is neceſſary, to prevent Pre judices in your 
judging what 1s written. Lou know the 


World well enough not to want any Rea- 


ſons for this Aſſertion. 


F.. (I.) BEFORE ve can come to com- 


pare the Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, 


with their Accompliſhment in our bleſſed Sa- 


viour, it ſeems neceſſary to put you right in 
a ſort of previous Queſtion you have advan- 
vanced in your Grounds, namely, 


That the Chriſtian Religion is founded 
on Judaiſm, 


Till you are put right in this, there will 
remain abundance of Scruples, even when 
the Prophecies are ſhewn literally fulfilled 
rr, | 

THEREFORE, Sir, the Buſineſs of 
this Letter ſhall be to prove, 


I. That the Chriſtian Religion is found- 


ed upon the inexpreſſible Love of 


God to Man, as being the only 
Way to everlaſting Happineſs, and 
that it was eſtabliſhed before the 
Creation. © 


II. That 


II. 


N 


on JV DAISM. Se, II, IV. 


II. That Judaiſm was inſtituted only 
to manifeſt the Meſſiah; and is now 
abrogated, as having anſwer'd the 
Purpoſes of its Inſtitution. 


F. III. (2.) S1 R, The Proof of theſe 
Propoſitions will carry us higher than the 
Creation of the World, and therefore you 
will be ſo good as not to expect the Words 
we muſt uſe ſhould convey perfect Ideas of 
the Things we are treating of, If the No- 


tices are diſtin, tho? not clear, let it ſuffice. 


One of the Subjects is infinite, and no Ideas 
can be adequate thereto; and if they could, 
our finite Capacities are not capable of re- 
ceiving ſuch Ideas. 


g. IV. (i.) WE read (Gen. 1. 26.) --- God 
ſaid, let us make Man. This in Finite, In- 
telligent Beings ſuggeſts the taking into Con- 


ſideration, whether we ſhould do ſuch or 


ſuch a Thing; to what purpoſe, and whe- 
ther the Act, when finiſhed, would fully 
anſwer the Purpoſe. But as this was ſpoken 


by an infinite Being, to whom all Things 


paſt, preſent, and future, are eternally in 
view, I beg leave to ſay it is One of thoſe 
Thoughts of God to us-ward, which are 
more than I am able to expreſs, Plal. xl. 6. It 
does ſuggeſt to us, that Man was not created 
till it was firſt confidered, whether he would 


anſwer the Ends and Purpoſes of his Creation. 
C 55 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
But the manner of Conſideration in aninfinite 
Mind 1s not to be expreſſed. Theſe Ends and 
Purpoſes could center only in Man himſelf, 
they can be only this, That he himſelf may 
be for ever happy. This the Light of Rea- 


ſon aſſures us from the Conſideration of the 


Attributes of God, his infinite Happineſs and 


Perfection, to which nothing can be added, 
from which nothing can be taken. 


F. IV. (2.) THEN ſince the End for 
which Man was to be created was his own 
Happineſs, 1t will follow that he muſt be 
made a Free Agent; he muſt have it in his 
Power to chuſe or refuſe this Happineſs ; 
and conſequently might either anſwer or de- 
feat the Purpoſes of his Creation; he muſt 
have been at liberty to chufe Happineſs or 
Miſery, otherwiſe he could not be happy. 


TIM (2.) SINCE we find Man made 
himſelf miſerable by a fooliſh Choice, it 
muſt be allow'd Omniſcience foreſaw he 
would do ſo; That Fore-knowledge did not 


neceſſitate Man to chuſe wrong, but becauſe 


he would chuſe wrong, God could not but 
foreſee it: And therefore, Sir, here would 


certainly have been an end of this Thongbt 


of God's ( pardon the Expreſſion) concern- 
ing the creating Man, if ſomething farther 
bad not been reſolved on. Can you think 
a Being, infinitely Good, and Juſt, and 


| Wiſe, would call you and me out of No- 
| 5 thing 
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on JUDAISM. Sect, IV, V. 


thing into Intelligent Beings,and Free Agents, 


when he knew the Conſequence would be 


our abuſing this Freedom, and making our- 


ſelves to ſuffer an Eternity of moſt exquiſite 


Torments which we might have avoided, 


but he knew we would not; and inthe mean 
time lay before us all kinds of Happinefs, 


which we might have had, but he knew we 


would not? Can you think it conſiſtent with 


God's Goodneſs to create Mankind, when 


his mighty Act muſt have ſuch an Effect, 
which would melt the moſt obdurate Heart 
to think of? 


F. V. (I.) Br infinite Love would not 
deſiſt from his Deſigns to make us happy: A 
Method was decreed to reſtore us to a ſecond 
Choice; which was not to be peremptory as 


the former, but what might be renewed; ſo 


that nothing ſhould be omitted that might 
make a rational Creature happy: His firſt, 
ſecond, third, and almoſt numberleſs Acts 
of wrong Choice were propoſed to be atoned 
and ſatisfied for, that ſo if at laſt he would but 
be wiſe, he might be happy for ever. Io 
make this Atonement and Satisfaction; The 
Word who was in the Beginning, the Word 
who was with God, the Word who was God, 
Joh. i. 1. offer*d his own Blood, Auau &, 
without Cenſure, and made this Oblation thro* 
the eternal Spirit, Heb. ix. 14. This could 
not have been done, without a Decree for. 


aſſuming human Nature into the Godhead, 
CY” that 


12 Ihe Chriſtian Religion not founded 
that ſo he might be at his own Diſpoſal 
as God, and capable of ſuffering for us as 
Man. 5 | Ca 

THis Oblation of our Bleſſed Lord for - 
us, and the Acceptance of it, are recorded in 
1 the Pſalms: But the Tranſlations, as now 
1 they are receiv'd, are not exact. There- 
| fore I ſhall beg Leave to give you a New Ver- 
4 ſion of the Paſſages I refer to, and account 
F with you for all my Variations from the 
Engliſh Bible; and intreat you would exa- 
mine them with the utmoſt Severity. es 


Pſal. xl. 8. Thon art not ſatisfied with 
the Sacrifices of Animals, or of 
the Fruits of the Earth. 

Thou Haſt digged open for me the two 
Storehouſes (a). 
Ver. 9. Doft thou not make Inquiſition into 
Tt Perverſeneſs (b), and Error (c)? 
# I ben I am determined (d). See I 
: come. In the Roll of the Decree 
ic is written by my Order (e), to 
make thee Satisfaction my Judge. 
Jam content to do it. Thy 
Law is in my Heart, 


NOTES. 


2 F. V. (I.) (a). Interpreters are perplexed 
E 0 fhew a Reaſon for the Septuagint's Verſion of 
: Azenaim, whichthey render Body, a Body haſt 


thou prepared me. Whereas this is another 
Inſtance 


Z t 


on JUDAISM, Sect. V. 


Inſtance of the great Wiſtlom of thoſe 
Doctors. Any attentive Reader ſees here the 


human Nature propoſed to be aſſumed by one 
who then did really exiſt, and was at his 
own Diſpoſe. Theſe are the two Store-houſes 
ſigniſied in the Word Azenaim. From the 
Godhead, in which he is abſolutely ſupream 
and independent, he takes the Liberty of do- 
ing what he pleaſed with himſelf; and the 

anhood furniſhed him with the Power of 
ſuffering in our ſtead, in caſe we ſhould com- 
mit the Errors he foreſaw we would com- 


The Interpreters ſincæ our Saviour have 


tranſlated this Clauſe, my Ears haſt thou 
open'd, taking the Word to ſignify, as it does 
ſometimes, the Ears. The ſame Name may have 
been given to the Treaſury, and to the Ears, 
From the likeneſs of the Paſſages to both, The 
Ear has its Labyrinth, and the Paſſage to the 


Store-houſe antiently was a Labyrinth, if 


the Treaſure was valuable enough to merit ſo 
much Care. TheWord is uſed for a Magazine, 
Deut. xx111. 13. where our Engliſh ſays 
Girdle, becauſe the Septuagint ſay Com, tho? 
that Greek Word is uſed for Magazine in the 
Claſſicks. 1 : 

F. V. (1.) (b) The Word is 9 Oulah, 
uſed, Pſ. lviii. 2. and Ixiv. 8. and render'd 
"Avouz, Montanus makes the Radix to be 
y. And the Tenor of the Bible requires us 
to take it thus in this Clauſe ; otherwiſe there 
ſeems an Inconſiſtency between this Paſſage, 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
and the Laws requiring Sacrifices from the 
very Beginning to this Day. 

F. V. (I.) (c) This Word properly ſigniſfy- 
ing Sins of Weakneſs, induces me to conclude, 
that the former Word is properly Perverſe- 


71e. 


F. v. (1.) (d) Thus Solomon ſaid to Abia- 
that is, the King decreed 


ther, Go, &c. 
to baniſh him the Court, 1 Kings ii. 25. 
§. V. (I.) (e) The Hebrew #s, Accord-. 


ing to me, g. d. as I would have it, or as I 


have ordered it. +: 
Learned Men ſeem to be at a Loſs concern- 


ing the Book in which this is written. But if 


they had looked into the Revelations, where 
the two Oeconomies are repreſented in a Viſion, 
they might have ſeen a Book with ſeven Seals 
in the Hand of him that fat on the Throne, 


which no one could open, ſave the Lamb 
that had been ſlain, Rev. v. And if they had 


compar'd that Place with another in the Firſt 
Epiſtle of St. John, Chap. v. 6, 7, 8. they 
would have found ſeven Witneſſes to the 
Incarnation of the eternal Word, whoſe 
Seals therefore are certainly the Seals affixed 
to that Book. And therefore they would not 
have expected this Book to be any other than 
the Decree prior to the Creation, for eſtabliſhing 
te Chriſtian Religion; to which the Holy Tri- 
nity, and our Lord and Saviour in his Media- 
terial Character, are Parties. See F. XI. (I.) 


Note (a) 1---6. 


EY. 


on JV PDAIS M. Sea. V. 
F. V. (1.) (f) This may be taken to ſignify 


I purpoſe to do it. 
F. V. (2.) THERE is no Perſon in the 


whole Bible who can be ſaid to have made 
this Oblation, ſave Feſus Chriſt, who offer'd 
himſelf for us, Heb. ix. 14. Nor is there 
any thing in Nature that requires ſuch a 
Satisfaction to be made for it, ſave the Sin of 
Man: Nor could this be ſatisfactory, if 


one Perſon in the Godhead had not made it. 


Of the Three Ferſons in the Godhead. 


F. V. (3.) Lam wellaware the Trinity of Per- 
ſons in the Unity of the Subſtance 1s one of 
the Thingshard to be underſtood, which will 


never be fully explained till it ſhall be in 
our Power to talk in the Language of Para- 


diſe, which St. Paul heard, but could not 
repeat. But you will be ſo good as to turn 
back to F. III. (2.) where it was ſtipulated 
to give diſtin& Ideas, but not clear or per- 


fect, of ſomething neceſſary to be treated 


of, becauſe we have no Words can convey 
ſuch Ideas of the infinite Being, or if there 
were, our finite Capacity could not receive 
them. Now I take Perſonality to be thus 
defined, 

Perſonality is a Diſtin&ion in an intelligent 
Nature, confiſtent with the proper Attributes 
of that Nature, | 

TH1s will be plain, if we confider Per- 
ſonality in Human Nature. 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 

Perſonality in Human Nature is a Di- 
ſtinction of every Individual from each other, 
founded in ſomething to which no other 
can lay Claim. 5 


1. IT cannot be ſaid to be founded in 
human Being, for then all the People in the 


World would be but one Perſon, for every 


one has equal Right to human Being; there- 
fore they greatly err who take Perſon and 
Being far the ſame Thing. + 

2. THE Diſtinction which makes the 
Perſonality, cannot be founded in the 
Power of acting rationally, or as intelligent 
Agents; this alſo belongs to every Indivi- 


dual in human Nature. And tho? this 


Power may exert it ſelf in divers man- 
ners, yet it is the ſame natural Power in 


every one. They therefore miſlead us, who 


define the Term Perſon, by ſaying it is an in- 


zelligent Agent; they leave us liable to Error, 


and ſome are drawn thereby into Error. 


3. THERE is a Diſtinction in human 
Nature, by which every one 1s diſtinguiſh- 
ed, and to which no other can lay claim, 
and that 1s the proper and peculiar Manner by 
which each human 1ndividual comes into hu- 
man Nature. Thus Adam, who was creat- 
ed out of the Duſt, was thereby a diſtin& 
Perſon from all others. He only coming 
thus into Human Nature, and not from 


Human Nature. Eve who was taken out 
of Adam, was thereby a diſtin& Perſon, 
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on JUDA1SM, Sect. V. I7 

ſhe only coming into Human Nature in that 
= © manner; and Cain, who was begotten and 
„born at a Time or Place diſtin& from all 
”r FF others, is thereby a diftin& Perſon from all 

E.. others. | 

; 4. HENCE it appears, that there are 
n © three forts of Perſonalities in Human Na- 
e ture One may properly be {aid to be Unbe- 
7 Þ gotten; (for Adam was not begotten by 
8 Human Nature; ) another may be called 
4 Proceeding, and all the reſt Begotten, tho? 
with diſtinct Circumſtances which no other 
can lay claim to. Theſe then are Perſonal 
Proprieties, and in whatever Intelligent Na- 

| ture we find them, we rightly ſay there are 
- Þ Perſons in ſuch Nature. 
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In Human Nature this Perſonality is con- 
ſſtent with the proper Attributes of the 
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. HUMAN Nature was originally created, 
| and ces its Being to a Supreme Power, and 
is dependent upon him. The Perſonality 
therefore in Human Nature is firſt depen- 
dent upon the ſame Supreme, and ſecondly 
upon thoſe Human Perſons, from whom each 
derives his proper Being. Here then there 
muſt be fir ſt one univerſal Subordination, by 
which every one 1s under the Creator : And 
ſecondly, a Natural Subordination, by which 
Adam was ſuperior, and all others inferior 

to him. And Eve, tho? inferior to him, yet 

00 Was 


18 The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
Was ſuperior to all others. And the ſame 
muſt be ſaid of every other Property in 

Human Nature; none of which can be in- 

conſiſtent with this Perſonality. ; 


But here, Sir, I muſt confeſs myſelf at a 

loſs, 1ſt, When I conſider the Subſiſtence of | 
Human Nature in each Individual, Human | 
Nature perfectly fubſiſls in each, (ſome ferw 
Monſters excepted; ) and yet all che Indivi- 
i duals in Human Nature put together make 
but one Human Nature. PIR 
1 2dly, I am again at a loſs, when I enquire 
4 whether the Additions of Perſons to Human 
Nature be a Perfection; or whether the Divi- 
fron of Human Nature into ſo many Parts as |}. 
there are Perſons, be an Imperfection of that 
Nature. But this Enquiry is at a ſtand; bg- 
cauſe if the Nature is perfect in each Perfon, 

T cannot call that a Diviſion, which, tho” di- 
vided, remains perfect: Perfect Human Na- 
Ture in every Per ſon; and yet but perfect Hu- 
man Nature in all the Perſons put together. 

To ſee, Sir, what Difficulties there are in 
Perſonality, tho in a Nature which we are 
acquaimed with, and where the Thing itſelf 


75 certain. 
Of Perſonality in GOD. 


Tre Bible abounds with Clauſes, in 
Which God is ſtiled Father, and Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. The Son is ſaid to be begorren, 

* oz . 
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che Holy Ghoſt to be proceeding But as 


for the Father, we do not read that he 1s be- 
gotten or proceeding, and therefore 1t may 


be ſaid he is unbegotten. Now, theſe being 


the ſame Proprieties, which in human Nature 
diſtinguiſh one Perſon from another, are 
they not perſonal Proprieties in every Intel- 
ligent Nature? And therefore, are not theſe 


three Real Perſons in Go p? 


Now, we muſt take theſe Perſonalities 


conſiſtent with the proper Attributes of the 


Nature or Subſtance of Gop; which is eter- 
nal, immutable, and not to be divided; 


and then it will follow, that theſe three 


Perſons, tho' really diſtinct, do not divide 
he Subſtance: That none of thoſe three 
Kerfons are afore or after other, greater or 
leſs than another, but co-eternal together 


and coequal. 


Here are indeed Diſficulties in this; but you 
will not expect clear and perfect Ideas of the 
Infinite Being to be convey d by Words taken 
from a Finite Being; and which even there, 


tho? the Being is known, are not capable of 


conveying clear and perfect Ideas, See g. III. 


§. V. (4.) THE Perſonality of the Holy 
Ghoſt is particularly aſſerted in the Pro- 
verbs, where he „ Ae himſelf to have 
real Exiſtence, and the perſonal Propriety, 
Proceeding, 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
Prov. viii. 14. Wiſdom ſays, I am the © 
Subſtance (a). | 
Ver. 22. Jehovah had me proceeding. 
from himſelf (b), the Principium 
of his own going forth (c) before 
his Works from then. From Eter- 
nity I am going out. 9 


| . . 

F. V. (4.) (a). Heb. Tuſhiah. IF you will be 

at the Pains to examine how Interpreters vary 

in this Term Tuſhiah, you will find what 2 

loſs they are at to give it any other Interpre- 
tation than Subſtance. . 


(b) Kanani, the ſame Word which Eve 


 riſed, when brought to bed of Cain, who 
moſt certainly did proceed from her, Gen. iv. 1. 


(c) The Subſtance of God is called the Spi- 
rit. God is a Spirit, oh. iv. 23. So alſo Joh. 
v. 6. It is the Spirit that beareth Witneſs, be- 
cauſe the Spirit is the Truth, ; Ah, the 


ſame as 79 AN, which Job v. 12. is the 


Verſion of Tuſhiah. See g. XI. (I.) (a) 4. This 
confines the Term Jehovah to the Son, and 
that off Wiſdom to the Holy Ghoſt. For the 
Father's perſonal Propriety is unbegotten, not 
proceeding. And thus St. Trenzus took the 
Terms ; as alſo did others of the moſt Primitive 


Fathers; to recite the Paſſages would over- 


charge this Letter. 


g. VI. 


"9 bw Vg 
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on JuDa1sM. Sed. VI, 


6. VI. (r.) Tris Oblation of himſelf 


made by Jeſus Chriſt for us was accepted. 
The Form and Conditions of that Accep- 
tarice are recorded in the cxth Pſalm, which 
I thus tranſlate from the Hebrew, and para- 
phraſe for the common Reader's greater E- 
dification ; - tho* you, Sir, need no Para- 
phraſe. . 


VERSION. . - PARAPHRAME 
Pſal. cx. 1.Fehovah 1. The eternal God 


thou at my Right Hand Holy Ghoſt (a) ſaid to 
until J make thine my Sovereign Lord, 
Enemies thy Foot the eternal Word then 
| ſubſiſting in one Na- 
| . ture (5), Take on 
Thee the inferior Character of Mediator (c), 
till J have put all Things under thy Feet. 


2. The Scepter of 


thy Power ſhall ſend 
 Tehovah out of the 
Aridity, Rule thou 


2n the midſt of thine 


2. Thou of thine 
own Authority (4) 
ſhalt call Jehovah the 
Holy Ghoſt out of his 
Shecinah of Fire (e), 
--- Rule in the Con- 


ſciences of thine Ene- 


mies (ee). 
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VERSION. 


. by People 


a Free-will Offering 
in the Day of thy 


— In, the Majeſty 
of Holineſs, out of 


the Womb, before the 
World, there is for 
thee thyDew-Infancy. 


the 
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PARAPHRASE. 
„ 


whom thou ſhalt reſ- 
cue from Death, thou 
freely offereſt F) in 
ay thou com- 
pleateſt their Reſ- 
cue (g). — 

—— Thou who now 
art in the ſupream 
Majeſty of the holy 
One (b), ſhalt have 
out of the Elements, 
before any Separa- 


tion of Light from Darkneſs (i), a Shecinah, 


4. Fehouvah hath 


fworn, and will not 


change, thou art the 
Prieſt of the Oecono- 


my, according to my 


Propoſal, 


my rigbte- 
ous King, w_ 


5. The Lord at 
#by Right ſhall baptize 
2 


of etherial Water or Dew, which will be 
thy Infancy, and make thee the Firſt-born 
of every Creature () (7). | 


4: The holy Tri- 


nity (n) hath irre- 


vocably decreed, if 
Man chuſes Miſery, 


thou ſhalt redeem. 


him by ſuffering for 
him (u), according to 
my Propoſal (o), my 
righteous King (oo.) 


5. The Sovereign 
at thy Right Hand 


5 
3 5 


on JUDAISM. Sect. VI. 


VERSION. PaRkaPHRASE. 


tige Kings in the Day in his Two Natures, 
of bis appearing. of God and Man ( p) 
- in his Mediatorial 
Character (3), ſhall proſelyte to his Reli- 


gion (7) the greateſt Men on Earth, when 


his Incarnation ſhall be made manifeſt (ſ), 


6. He ſball judge 6. He ſhall judge 
the Leaders; he ſhall the Leaders (t); he 


fill the dead Bodies; ſhall raiſe the Dead 


he ſhall waſh away the (it); he ſhall take a- 
Poiſon from the great way (w) the Sin of 
Land, 3 | the World (x). 


7. He ſhall drink #59. He in his hu- 
of the River in the mane Nature ſhall 
Stream, and accord- be aſſumed into the 


3ngly lift up the Head, Perſon of the eter- 
£9 Je #p nal Word (y), and 
be thereby exalted. 


NOTES. 
F. VI. (I.) (a) The Pſalm is 4 conti- 


nued Report which one Perſon makes to 
another of a Decree made concerning him 
zo whom it is reported. And there is no 


Perſon capable of being the Subject of this 


| Decree, mentiond in the Bible, except the 


Saviour of Men; nor will it anſwer any 
a 1 thing 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
thing concerning him, except that Oblation 
which he through the eternal Spirit made 
of himſelf for us, Heb. ix. 14. | 

The Words Eternal Spirit (if taken, as 
all the Scripture muſt be, in the full Extent 
of their literal Signification) mean both that 
Sub ſtance of God in which the Word made 
this Oblation, and alſo the Perſon of the 
Holy Ghoſt through whom he made it. It 
is the Subſtance of God. John iv. God is 4 
Spirit. See F. V. (4.) Note (c). And it is 
the Perſon of the Hoh Ghoſt ſo frequently 


as not to need any Proof. And it is very 


remarkable that the Text, Heb. ix. 14. 7s 


in all the Copies of the vulgate Latin ren- 


dered the Holy Ghoſt, And is ſo in ſome 
Greek Copies. 77 
F. VI. (I.) (b.) The Word is Adon, in 


the ſingular Number; whereas in v. 5. when 


The Incarnation is decreed, it is changed to 


Adonal in the Dual. See in thoſe Notes (p) 


and (y). 
g. VI. (I.) (c). There are ſome Figures 


ſo expreſs that their literal Senſe cannot be 


miſtaken. Omnipreſence hath not right or 


left Hand, but the ſupream Being may de- 


ſcend to a ſubordinate Character, and hath 
actually done ſo. See F. XI. (2); and be- 


neath in thoſe Notes (H). 
g. VI. (I.) (d). This is the Order of the 


Fords in the Original, and agree to what 


our Lord ſays, I will ſend the Comforter, 
John xvi. 7, To 1 
VI. 


ace a. ea i ůß Hom è⅛—»ũfuſʃ1 ur. ß. 8 


bog 


{ 
2 


e JopAISM. Sect. VI. 
F. VI. (I.) (e.) Sion properly ſignifies Dry- 


neſs, and y 7s render d by our Engliſh Tha. 


flators Dry Place, where the Septuagint render 
Sion, Iſa. xxv. 5. So again Chap. xxxii. 2. 
And Mount Sion had its Name from the Dry- 
neſs of the Soil. And in Pfal. cxxxiii. 3. 
where the Tranſlators ſay, Like as the Dew 
of Hermon which fell upon the Mountains 
of Sion, making two Places contiguous which 
are at a great Diſtance, and putting the Com- 
mentators upon Difficulties Had they ſaid,--- 
The Dew ---- which falls upon the dry 
Mountains --- bow apt had been the Simile, 
and hom intelligible £ Sion therefore, in the 
literal Signification thereof in this Place, is, 
that Fire which is one of the four Elements. 
(See beneath F. VIII. (I.) (c), out of which 
the Holy Ghoſt was to take his firſt Sliechinah, 


or viſible Body, in which he would appear in 


the firſt OEconomy, (fee F. IX. (1.)(2.)(3.)) 


and out of which he was to be ſent in the 
ſecond OEconomy into hisſecond Shechinah the 
Hearts and Conſciences of Men, ( ſee F. XI. 
C1.) (4). ö. . 5 

Now, that the Holy Ghoſt is the Son's 
Conſors Impern, in the firſt OEconomy ;, See 
F. IX. (1.) To which add, The Seventy 
Tranſlators of the Old Teſtament aſſert the 
ſame, Prov. viii. 22. Where inſtead of the 
true Verſion which I have given you above, 
F. V. (4). they fay as follows, viz. 


- E Prov. 
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Prov. viii. 21. E, Cc. If] tell you 
things which happen daily, I will 
not forget to recount things before 

the World began. 5 
Ver. 22. The Lord, tot ue AD, ap- 
pointed me Superintendent of his 

Ways, in his Works. 

Ext ſignifies appointed, Eccluf, xxxviii. 1. 
The Phyſician God hath appo.nted him —. 
The Verſion ſays, Created him; and well 
enough; for thus the King creates a Peer of 
the Realm: But how abſurd would it be to 
infer the Peer or the Phyſician, had not an 
Exiſtence prior to that Creations — 
Ap) fenifies Chief Governor in divers 
Places in the Septuagint Verſion, Gen. 1. 16. 

Deut. xvii. 18. and Iſa. ix. 6, 7. & alibi. 
F. VI. (I.) (ee) In the ſecond O Economy 
the Holy Ghoſt makes the Conſciences of Men 


bis Shecinah. See F. XI. (I.) Note (a) 5. 


F. VI. (I.) () Our Bleſſed Lord gave him- 
ſelf for us, that he might Preſent us to him- 
ſelf, Epheſ. v. 27. to the Preſence of his Glory, 
Jude 24. 79 God, Col. i. 22. that is, to the 
moſt Holy Trinity at the End of this bis Me- 


diatorial Kingdom ;, when this Kingdom, and 


every thing therein will be ſurrender d by 
him. Thus J render and explain that Paſe 


ſage in 


on IU DA 18 11. SeQ. VI. 


— 1 Cor. xv. 
VERSION. 


---- Ver. 24, &c. Then 


(a) the End,--| Being 
be will deliver up the 
e eur to the God 
and Father (b,) be- 
ing he will put an 
End tothe whole Go- 
vernment, and the 
whole. Authority and 
Power (c.) He muſt 
reign until he ſhall 
haue put all Enemies 
under his Feet; 
the laſt Enemy that 
will be ſubdued is 
Death. | | He is put- 
ting all things in 
ſubjetion under his 
Feet (d). Noto, heing 
itis ſaidallthingsare 


putting under him, it 


7s manifeſt that he 
ig excepted who is 
putting allthings un- 
der him: and being he 
is putting all things 
under him, it is mani- 
Feſt that the Son him- 
ſelf (e) is ſubordinate 
to him, who is put- 
ring all things under 
him; ] ---- that God 
may be all in all). 


Eh mediate 


PARAPHRASE. 
(2) The End or 
Surrender of the Me- 


_ diatorial Kingdom is 


another Argument of 
the Reſurrection of 


the Dead. 


() The firſt Cauſe 
of all things, ſubſiſt- 
ing in the Three Per- 
ſons, who created all 


things. 


(c) Of this Media- 


torial Kingdom. 


(4) The Argument 
to prove, that the 
Kingdom of the Me- 
diator is a ſubordi- 


nate Kingdom. 


(e) In this his Cha- 
racer of Mediator. 
(J) All things in all 
thePerſons. The whole 
Argument turns upon 


this, That in the pre- 
ſent State of things, 


the Son as Mediator 
is ſubje&, and will 
at laſt, when Death is 
vanquiſh'd by the Re- 
ſurrection, ſurrender 
up the Kingdom, 
that ſo God may be, 
as at the firſt, our im- 
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the Morning 
10 Him, the Title of Firſt-born of every 
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mediate Governor, without any Mediator ; 


and Mankind reſtored to that conſummate 
Happineſs for which we were created. 


F. VI. (I.) (g). See the Note next pre- 


ceding. 


F. VI. (I.) (H. This I take to be that Form 


of God, Phil. ii. See F. XI. (2.) That S.. 
preme Character eſſential to his Nature, which 
the eternal Word could not but retain; tho 


be was pleaſed to deſcend to an inferior Cha- 
racter, and take the Form of a Miniſter ---Me- 
diator of God and of Man. 

You ſee this daily upon Earth; the two 


Houſes of Parliament appoint a Conference and 


Managers, who have eſſential Characters as 


Members of their reſpeclive Houſes, and yet 


ſubordinate Characters as was MS in which 


they cannot recede from their Inſtrufions, and 
which they ſurrender when they report the 
Conference. V 

F. VI. (I.) (1). The Shechinah of Dew, or 
etherial Water, being decreed to be formed 


for the eternal Word out of the Elements, 
before the Formation of any other thing, 


even before the Separation of the Light from 
the Darkneſs —— out of the Womb before 
very juſtly appropriates 


* n r 
FVV 


Bs 


F oh 
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rg 


on JUDAISM. Sect. VI. 


- 43z3, the chief of the Oeconomy or Diſpen- 


ſation of God, referring to this very Chri- 
ſtian Diſpenſation of which we are ſpeak- 


ing, and ſo out of the Queſtion, But as to 


the other Titles, ſee the next following 
Note. 54 £7 | 

F. VI. (1.) (k.) The eternal Word has three 
diſtin Generations, the firſt is ineffable, Ila. 
111. His Generation who can declare? and 
eternal, Pſal. ii. 7. — this Day have I be- 
gotten thee, Micah vi. 2. Whoſe Goings 
forth have been of old, from everlaſting. 
See F. xiii. 4. The Second Generation is 
this in the Text, called his Dew Infancy, 
and in other Places, his coming in the Wa- 
ter, 1 John v. 6. The Third is bis Incarna- 
tion, called his coming in the Blood. The 
two latter of thoſe are his Shechinabs, and 
each having their Beginnings, are properly 
Infancies, and by the Seventy rendered Tz 
Traiiz, Iſa. viii. 18. See F. ix. (b) 3. which 
ic flrifly Infancies. 

F. VI. (I.) (I.) Ir is highly probable the 
Neglect of this Diſtinction of the ſeveral Ge- 
nerations of the Son, or perhaps the Difficul- 
ty of obſerving it in the Septuagint Verſion, 
may have given occaſion to the old Arian He- 
reſy, that God firſt of all created the Logos, 
who then made all Things. Tho the Seventy 


have cautiouſly fenced againſt that impious 
Opinion in their Verſion of this 


very Clauſe. 
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pium, Out of the Womb before the Morn- | 


ing I have begotten thee. The Principium 
5s Gen. i. 1. that Subſtance of God, which 


3s the Beginning of all Things, and it ſelf 
without Beginning. See F. VIII (1.) Note (b). 


And it is evident they intended this Caution 
here, becauſe they uſed the ſame Caution in 


Gen. 1. 1. where they afterward uſe the Word 


*Ap in this very Senſe. T hey did not at 
firſt tranſlate the Theological Terms, This 
has been hinted above, F. II. And there- 
fore in that of Geneſis, where the Terms 
untranſlated would have ſtood thus; Breſhith 
created Elohim, the Heavens and the 
| and Elohim ſaid, Let there be 
Light, and ſoon: The Tranſlators change 
the Order of the Words, and put them 
Elohim created Breſhith, the Heavens 
Elohim ſaid, and ſo on. The Talmud and 
their own Chronicles aſſert this tranſpoſition 
of the Words, and give this Reaſon for it, leſt 
the Reader ſhould think there were two firſt 
Cauſes, or take Elohim to have been crea- 


ed by Breſhith, and then to have created 


all Things. Eo — 

But it ſeems this Way of leaving thoſe 
Terms not tranſlated did not ſatisfy ; where- 
upon five Rabbins tranſlated them as they 
now ſtand, and uſed *A2yn, the Word in the 
Paſſage before us, for that Principium, which 
they themſelves there took to ſignify the firſt 
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on JVD AIS M. Sect, VI. 
F. VI. (I.) (m). See F. XI. (I.) (a). 8. 

F. VI. (1.) (n). The Septuagint ſay s * 

de, for that Age or that Oeconomy, re- 


ferring to the mediatorial Kingdom of Chriſt, 


in which only he can be the, Prieſt here 
mentioned; becauſe the Atonement being per- 
fefaly made at the Reſurrefion, the Prieſthood 
of Chriſt will ceaſe for ever, and even his 
mediatorial Kingdom be ſurrender'd, 1 Cor. 
xv. 24. See in theſe Notes, Note (f). 
F. VI. (I.) (). Dibrath in Job v. 8. 


Eccleſ. iii. 18. and viii. 2. may ſignify Pro- 


poſal, hut cannot ſignify Order. 

F. VI. (1.) (00). Our bleſſed Lord becomes 
our righteous King, by making us Righteous, 
Pſal. xlv. 8. Thy Throne, O Elohim [thou 
who art both 8 and Mediator God. 
See above in theſe Notes (h)] is for the Oe- 
conomy and for ever. The Scepter of thy 


Kingdom is a Scepter of Juſtice, thou haſt 


loved Righteouſneſs and hated Iniquity; 
therefore thy Elohim | Mediator God] the 
Oil of Gladneſs hath anointed Thee Elohim 
[tbe Mediator God] from among them with 
whom thou art one in Subſtance, 

F. VI. (t.) (p). The Title at the Beginning 
z5 Adon, Sovereign Lord in the Singular Num- 
ber; but here it is Adonal in the Dual, which 
rakes inthe two Natures of God and Man. 
See in theſe Notes, Note (y). 
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F. VI. (I.) (). See in theſe Notes, 
Note (c). „„ - 

F. VI. (1). (r). Thus the Word fignifes | 
Pal. Ixviii. See in theſe Notes, Note (w). 

F. VI. (I.) (f). Heb. in the Day of his be- 
ing incompaſſed; Aph, from Apheph, which 

rickly refers to the Incarnation. = 

F. VI. (I.) (t). Goim, thoſe that lead out | 
others, both thoſe who convert, and thoſe ; 
who ſeduce. . | 

F. VI. (I.) (u). The filling the dead Bodies 
muſt of Neceſſity raiſe them to Life; the 
Body is compoſed of Bones and Fleſh, the Fleſh 
of Veſſels and Fuices, Nerves, and animal 
Spirits, the Fuices are always flutuating 
and perſpiring, and when the Body is dead, it is 
zmpoſſible even to diſcern ſome of thoſe Veſſels; 
nor can they be filled with any thing, ſave 
their proper Contents during Life, which 
therefore muſt raiſe the Body from the dead. 
None of the antient Ve er ſions that I have feen 
interpret the Text as our Verſion after ſome 
other Modeyns. 8 | 

F. VI. (I.) (w). The Word is, Pfal. Ixviii. 
13. rendered dip or waſh, and cannot be 
there otherwiſe rendered. | 

F. VL (I.) (x). The Word. Deut. xxxii. 
32. is Poiſon, and cannot ſignify otherwiſe, 
See F. X. (b), Note (b). 

F. VI. (I.) (y). The Godhead is the Foun- 
rein, or as the Bible ſays, Principium, of all 
he Perſons. See F. V. (4). in which ſub- 
ſiſteth the Father, without being begotten or 
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be neceſſary to be aſſumed, 


on Ju DAISM. Sect. VII. 
proceeding the Son; eternal and ineffable Ge- 


neration; the Holy Ghoſt by proceeding. And 


therefore the River in the Stream is either 
the Son or Holy Ghoſt, both which may be 
elegantly expreſſed thereby. But ſeeing the 
Scripture in many Places confines the In- 
carnation to the Perſon of the Son, who a- 


lone took Human Nature, the River here 
cannot ſgniſ any other Perſon. It is there- 


fore that Aſſumption of our Nature into his 
Perſon, which is called drinking of the Ri- 
der in the Stream, and is that only which 
exalts the human Nature above created Be- 


ing. See F. XI. (4.) Note (i), and 


Pſal. viii. 


. VII. (I.) THAT what has been ſaid may 
o1ve the greater Light into what is to 


follow, permit me to obſerve from this 
cxth Pſalm, 


Ohſ. IJ. ONE and the ſame Perſon is de- 
creed to have a Shecinah of Dew, and 
alſo to be Prieſt of the Age, and make us 
Righteous. Theſe two being incompatible, 
for as much as he could not make us righte- 
ous but by ſuffering for us, which could 
not be done in that Shecinah of Dew, or in 
any other than the human Nature ; 1t 
will follow that the firſt Shecinah was here 
reſolved to be laid down, if the ſecond ſhould 
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Obſ. II. TH E Adminiſtration of the Go- 1 
vernment of the World being decreed to 5 
be in theſe two Shecinahs, muſt be varied ac- 
cording to the Diverſity of their Natures |: 
And therefore there are here imply'd two | 
different Ways of Government of the 4 
World. The firſt certain; the ſecond only 
by way of Proviſo, in caſe the vacating 


the firſt ſhould be found neceſſary. 
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O.. III. IN the firſt Oeconomy the Holy 
Ghoſt was to have a Shecinah or viſible Body 
of Fire ; out of which he was to be called in 
the ſecond Oeconomy, and then to make the 
Spirits of Men his Shecinah — Rule thou 
in the Conſciences of thine Enemies, See 

YL 0.) (Cc). and F. IX. (2.) per Tot. 
and g. XI. (1.) (a) 8 | 


Ob. IV. IN the ſecond Oeconomy the 
eternal Word having laid aſide his Sheci- 
nah of Water was to be incarnate. And 
to judge the Leaders — to raiſe the Dead — 
To ſujjer for us — to take away Sin — to 

reſtore us to the Happineſs for which we are 
created — Baptiſe us into this Faith — 
and to be exalted in his Human Nature 


by the Aſſumption of it into his Perſon. 


Oh. V. Tas firſt Shecinah being de- 
creed to be out of the Momb before the 
Mornings, 1t follows that the Things men- 

1 5 tioned 
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on JVD AIS M. Sed, VII. 
tioned in this Pſalm were decreed before 
the Creation of che World. 


Obſ. VI. HERE is no threatening Men 


in their ſecular Concerns (tho' the common 


Verſion is full of that;) the Leaders are 
to be judged, but theſe Leaders are ſuch 
as lead us right, as well as ſuch as miſguide 
us; the former will be as the Stars for 
Glory, Dan. x11. 3. the latter will receive 
greater Condemnation, ſames iii. 1. But 
that this will not be till the final Judg- 
ment, is plain enough, both from the Na- 
ture of Things, and from the Tenor of 
the Pſalm. Can any one be ſure that an 
erroneous Man will not be reduced, or 
even that a Dr. Whitby, once Orthodox, 
may not apoſtatize upon ſecond Thoughts, 


When his Age and Infirmities may have ta- 


ken away the Power of thinking a ſecond 
Time as exactly as at firſt? 


THE Son of Man came to ſave all Men. 


This 1s his Title, God our Saviour, x Tim. 


I. 3. Who would have all Men to be ſaved— 


There is not one Line in all the Goſpel that 


juſtifies the hurting them in their ſecular 
Concerns, who will not believe the Goſ- 
pel (the Fews only excepted, for Reaſons 
which may hereafter be given.) It is ter- 
rible enough to think of that eternal Miſe- 
ry, which our Refuſal of eternal Happineſs 
muſt neceſſarily bring upon us. The worſt 
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36 The Chriſtian Religion not founded J 
Puniſhment that can be inflicted in this | 
World is ſo little, in Compariſon of that 
to come, that the higher Powers will not 
think of inflicting it, unleſs inſtigated by ' 
ſelf-deſigning Men. 4 

Bur, Sir, ſince we are ſo happy as to F 
have a ſecular Eſtabliſhment of our holy 4 
Religion, and ſince that Religion is founded 
in the Blood of a noble Army of Martyrs, N 
the Sufferings worſe than Death of a glo- [ 
rious Number of Confeſlors, and the un- 
anſwerable Arguments of an innumerable | 
Company of holy and learned Divines; and f 
ſince every Man has not Leiſure, and very g 
few have Capacity to judge the Arguments 
brought in ſuch Diſcourſes as yours; Let | 
me propoſe a Method, by which the com- 
mon People may be kept from Error, if our 
Church be right; or otherwiſe, may be juſti- 
fied in their exchange of an erroneous Com- 
munion, for one more orthodox. 


| + 
* 1 * 
7 
_ — . - ow 6 
— 


14 
FA 
144 

5 4 
\ 4 
h 
} 


M I nay” 5 3 ee, © . r 8 4 N 70 * 


* 
#44 
— 4 

. 

. 

414 
. 4 

+, . 5 
= WY 
oo 
4 

Re 

* 
vn 

1 
. 
ut 

by 

. 
n 
1 

"44 
4 10 N 

" 

ligj 
* 
me 
. 
* 

* 
25 0 
=} 
. 
7 
* 
I 
. 

* 
8 
— * 
©'% 
* 

ſ < BY 
Wl 
1 

b p 
x4 

IK, 
* 
h | 
37 
Z 

ö 
4 


F. VII. (2.) METHoD to prevent | 
Error in Religion.— Humbly propos'd. 


WHEN any thing is written againſt 
the Truth of our holy Church, I mean 
the Church by Law eſtabliſhed, let the 
Book be left with the Biſhop of the Dio- 
ceſs, or ſuch learned and holy Divines as 
mall be appointed, and let them anſwer 
the ſame; and then let the Anſwer be noti- 
fied and made part of the Title, and 

1 printed 


r 


e i. eee E e ee eee SA ES OA 29 es 


—— 
f 
* 


f 


18 


2 
71 
3 { 
25 
F 
7 
* 
1 
1 
1 
1 

: L 


on Jop AIS. Sect. VIII. 


printed with the Book at the publick Ex- 
pence, that ſo the Book and Anſwer may 
bear the ſame Price as the Book it ſelf, 


without the Anſwer, would have coſt, 
This, Sir, you will agree to, and be con- 


tent that their Books who oppoſe it ſhould 
be ſupprefled. 


F. VIII. (I.) AND now Sir, you ſee, the 


Suggeſtion intimated in the Clauſe, Got 


ſaid, Let us make Man --- has a real Founda- 
tion, and that it ended 1 in a Decree for call- 
ing us out of Not Being into a Capacity of 
enjoying everlaſting Happineſs upon the 
moſt eaſy Terms 1maginable. ThenextThirg 
before us is the Execution of this Decree, the 
Creation of theſe Shecinahs, and of Man- 
kind. Theſe will require me to examine 
into the Verſion, not only of their Hiſtory, 
but alſo of that of the Creation, with which 
they are intermix d. 


The Hiſtory of the Creation of the World. 


Gen. i. 1. The 8 (a) The Holy Trinity 
Judges (a) (being) of Per ſons.SeeNote(a.) 
in the Principium (b) Being in the Sub- 
(b) [ zhat Princi- flance of the Godhead. 
plum ] he created See Note (b). 
the Fire, and two Moiſtures, | Air and we 


ter (00 and the Earth (d). 


Ver. 2. (Nom the Earth was without any 
J. gerative or Animal Inhabitant (e),) And 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 


the Shecinahs (f). for the Perſons of Incom- . 


prehenſibility (g), and the Spirit of the Su- 


preme Judges (h) 


nouriſbed according 


as the Perſon of the 


(h) The Holy Ghoſt. 
See Note (h). 
(1) The Word. See 


Water (i) | crea- Note (1). 


tec (k). 


Ver. 3. And the Supreme Fudges he ſaid, Let 
there be Light, and there was Light. 


Ver. 4. And the Su- 


preme; Fudges, he 
ba Light that 
it was good (I, 


and the Supreme 


5 Judges he divided 


the Light from the 
Darkneſs (m). 
Ver. 5. And the Su- 
preme 
called the Light (n) 
Day, and the Dark- 
neſs (o) he called 
Night; ſo the Even- 


ing (p.) and the 


Morning (q) were 
the firſt Day. 


Ver. 6. And the Supreme 


Judges, he 


( ASeparation of 


the finer Parts, or Spi- 
rit of Fire from the 


Air and Water, See 


Note (1). 
(m) Put it together 


into one Place, See 
Note (m). 
(n) i. e. the collected 


Maſs of Light. 


(o) The Particles of 


Moiſture. 
(p.) The Confuſion 
of Objects for want of 
Light. 
(q) The Diſtinction 
of them by the Light. 


Let there be a Concuſſion (r) in the midſt of 
the Moiſtures, and let it divide the Moi- 
ſtieres from the Moiſtures, 

Ver. 7. And the Supreme ꝓudges, he made 
this Concuſſion, and thereby made a Separa- 
tion of (the Waters (s)) the Moiftures 


which 


Judges, he ſaid, 
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on JUDAISM, Sect, VIII. 
' wbich are below the Concuſſion from (the 
Air (t),) the Particles of Moiſture which 
are above the Concuſſion ;, ſo that was put 
into Order. 
Ver. 8. And the Supreme ꝓudges, he gave to 
that Concuſſion the Name of Fire and Moi- 
ſtures (u); and the Evening and the Morniag 
were the ſecond Day. | 
Ver. 9. And the Supreme Fudges, he ſaid, 
Let the Moiſtures which are from beneath 
the Concuſſion (i. e. the Waters) unitè to- 
gether (w) into one Place, and let the dry 
Land appear; and ſo that was put into 
Order. 1 | 


Ver. 10. And the Supreme Fudees, he called 
the ary Land Earth, and the Union of the 


Waters he called Sea. 

Ver.15. And the Supreme ꝓudges, he ſaid, Let 
there be Receptacles of Light (x )in the Con- 
cuſſion of the Fire and Moiſtures, for divi- 
ding between the Day and the Night, and 

let them be for Signals, and for Seaſons, for 

Days and for Tears: 

Ver. 15. And for Receptacles of the Light 
in the Concuſſion of the Fire and Moiſtures 
to give Light upon the Earth; and ſo this 


was put into Order. 


Ver. 16. For the Supreme Fudges, he made 


two great Receptacles of Light, the greater 
Recepracle to guide the Day, and the leſſer 
Receptacle for direfing the Night. 


NOTES. 
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NOTES. 


F. VIII. (I.) (a) The Hebrew Elohim 
Supreme Fudges, is render'd by the Seventy, 
Exod. xxi. 6. TO xeilieror 78 des: The Tri- 
bunal of God. Then there are other Places 
of Scripture, which manifeſt theſe to be 
Three, Pſal. xxxiv. 6. By the Word of the 
Lord were the Heavens made. Fob xxvi. 13. 
By his Spirit he hath garniſhed the Heavens. 
Therefore, the Lord, the Word, and the Spi- 
rit, are the Creator; and are ſometimes ſpoke 
of in the Plural Number, Job xxxv. 10. My 
Makers, Eccleſ. xii. 1. Thy Creators. And yet 
thoſe three are only Perſons, not ſeparate 
Agents, not ſeparate Beings. See the next 
following Note. | 

F. VIII. (1.) (b) The Noun Elohim in 
the Plural, is put with a Verb in the Singular, | 
he created : And ſaid to have created, In the 
Beginning; Hebrew Be Reſhith ; which tho? 
generally taken for the Order of Time cannot 
be ſo: Then it would have been Reſhonah. 

When the Bible was firſt tranſlated into 
Greek, the Interpreters did not tranſlate theſe 
| ords B.Reſhith Elohim ; they onlytranſpos d 
them, and ſaid, Elohim B, Reſhith. Al the 
Faſt knew Elohim to be the Name of GOD; 
| they might juſtly therefore apprehend B, Re- 
_ thith being pur firſt, the Bp hy ſuppoſe 
two firſt Cauſes ;, or at leaſt that B, Reſhith, 
the Supream God created Elohim, who then 
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on UD AIS M. Sect. VIII. 
created all Things « Thus ewning their Opi- 


nion, that it fignify'd the firſt Cauſe, and ob. 


viating the Arian Interpreters; as already 
obſery'd, F. VI. (I.) Note (I). 

ben the Verſion was reviſed by fue Rab- 
bins, and the Theological Terms tranſlated 
into Greek; thoſe five Doctors render'd 
Elohim Oe, and Reſhith "Aon, which may 


ſranify the Fountain of the Godhead, which 


ſubſiſteth in the Father, and begetteth the Son, 
and proceedeth the Holy Ghoſt, See F. V. (5.) 
Note (a), and F. VI. (1.)(4), and fo is 
the Principium of all the Perſons : That Prin- 


cipium which 7s Sine Principio, as the Ro- 


man Orator expreſſes it. The Diction is lite- 
rally thus, In the Beginning, the Supreme 
Judges, he created. Which becauſe we read 
in the Pſalm, = 


Pſal. cii. 26. Thou, as thou art the 
Perſons, haſt laid the Foundations 
of the Earth, Heb. Le Panim. 

Gr. r Ee: | 
Therefore, that it may be more intelligible 
according to the Grammatical Conſtruftion. the 
Senſe is ſupply*d -- The Judges being in the 
Pripcipium, that Principium he created; 


which _ both with the Pſalm abowve- 


mention'd, and with the Prophet, Ifa. xliv. 24. 
Thus faith the Lord -I am the Lord that 
maketh all things, that ſtretcheth forth the 
Heavens alone, that ſpreadeth abroad the 


Earth by myſelf. 
G And 
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Creation of thr ee Elements. 


F. VIII. (I.) (d). Which with the Earth, 


The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
And ſeeing our Saviour ſays, Joh. xiv. 10. 
---T am in the Father, and the Father in me; 
we may ſafely ſay, The Perſons are in the 


| Subſtance, and the Subſtance in the Per- 
| ſons. 2 


And being he (ſays alſo, 1 and my Father 


are One; and being we read in another 


Place, ( 1 Joh. v. 7.) The Father, the 


Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, S, theſe 
Three Perſons are One; we rightly ſay, the 


Three Perſons are One Subſtance. See 


r 


F. VIII. (1. J(c). Shamaim, the Fire and 


the two Moiſtures; The antient Hebrews ſay, 


Shamaim, 7s from Eſh, Fire, and Maim, 


which they render Water; but really is Two 
ſorts of moiſt Particles, which when ſepa- 
rated, are the Air and the Water. See 
Note (rr). This Word therefore ſhews the 


or rather Dry Duſt, ca//ed in the Hebrew 
Eretz, are the four Elements; the Womb, 
out of which all this Globe is framed, Pal. 


CX. 3. 


L. VIII. (I.) (e). The Words Tohu and 
Bohu ſeldom occur, and always ſignify as 
Bere render dt. 

F. VIII. (I.) (f). See beneath F. IX. (2. 

F. VIII. (I.) (g). The Greek renders, Ka! 
oxime S Tis ACuoos, which properly 
ſigniſes, The Darkneſs over that which can- 
not be cover'd. The Phraſe therefore ſhews 
| | that 
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on JUDAISM. Sect, VIII. 
that thoſe two Perſons, tho appearing in Vi. 


ble Bodies, and as if therein concealed, are 
incomprehenſible, and that the ſeventy Inter- 
preters took it ſo : Here again, they appear 1 
prudent in concealing from every ha 'y Reader | 3s 
that Doctrine which will appear to the at- BM 


* 


tentibve. | 1 
F. VIII. (I.) (h). T Sze beneath F. IX. (2.) „ 
F. VIII. ( 1.) (i). 4 Notes (4) ca Þ 1 
F. VIII. (I.) (k). The word Created 7s not „ 
| #n the Original, bus ſupply from Joh. i. 3. = 
1 4 By him (the Word) all things were made. 6 
| F. VIII. (I.) (D. The Goodneſs of Things 
| ws their anſwering the Purpoſes for which they 
| © were made, God deſcribes the Goodneſs of 
- he Light, ſpeaking to Job, „ 


Job xxxvili. 12. Didſt thou command 8 
tne Diviſion in the dryer Particles? Vw 
Didſt thou make the Morning to know 
its Place? 
To take in its Wings the Duſt. | 
The Parts unfit are ſhaken from it. 
: It transforms 1t{elf as the Clay under 
the Seal. 
The Forms continue firm as the Gar- 
ment to the Body. | 
Thus the Light is ſeparated from the 
Parts unfit for Light: 
And the high Arm is broken. 
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It is wonderful to think how a piece of ſolid 
Mood ſbould be ſo moved as to ſeparate 
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44 The Chriſlian Religion not founded 
| the Spirit, the Flame from the Fire, and alſo 
| thereby carry up the Smoke ;; thoſe Particles 

= of Duſt which are not capable of giving Light; 
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0 and bow thoſe Particles that are capable, j 
— transform themſelves, 1. e. take the Impreſ- j 
4 ſion of the Surface of each viſible Object, as 
bt the Wax does that of the Seal, and bring that 
b Impreſſion into our Eyes, as exact as a ſtrait ' 
4 Garment ſhews the Shape of the Body. It is | 
10 wonderful to think how that Solidneſs of the | 
| | Wood, which like a mighty Arm, holds theſe | 
34 Particles of Light together, and conceals | 


them, ſhould be broken by the Application of | 
Fire to it. The Goodneſs of the Light is its | 
receiving the Impreſſion of the viſible Ob- |. 
jecta, and conveying them undefac'd to our | 
Eyes, | 
F. VIII. (I.) (m). Light, which 3s the 
fineſt Particles of Fire, and may be called the 
Spirit of Fire, 7s ſaid to be ſeparated from 
the Darkneſs, thoſe Particles of (Maim) Air 
and Water, which cannot make any thing vi- 
ſible to us. And tho“ it is not ſaid, they | 
Twere collected into one Place, yet it evident- 
ly appears they were. For we read in the 
former Note (m), of the Place of the Morn- 
we. 7 a 

Wy -- — 
(o) Theſe Notes WAnt no | 
p) ( farther Explanation. 
q) 


F. Vill. (i.) 


1 


on Ju D AIS M. Sect. VIII. 45 


F. VIII. (I.) (r). The Hebrew Rakiah ren- 
dered by the Tranſlators Firmament, and 
by the marginal Correctors, Expanſion, by 
| me Concuſhon, is ſuch a Motion of the whole 
3 Shamaim, the Fire, the Air, and Water, 
- 4 (ſee Note (c) in theſe Notes) as ſeparateth 
EY each from the other. 

„ 1. When the Collection of Light (fee Note 
- 2 (in) preceding) was put into the Sun (ſee 
T5 Note (x) ), the ſame was in the Rakiah of 
IJ the Shamaim to give Light upon the Earth, 
ver. 15. which ſhews that this could not be 
VV an Expanſion of the Shamaim; for the Light 
therein, if mixed with the Air and Water, 
1 does not appear. The Expanſion of the Air 
| and Water, which are the Darkneſs from 
' which the Light was at firſt divided, do now 
hide the Light from us; whereas a Concuſſion 
of all the Particles, as it was at firſt intend- 
ed to divide the Air from the Water, ſo it 
does thereby make it eaſy for the Light to 
paſs through. 

| 2. The Fowls are faid to fly on the Face 
* of this Rakiah, i. e. on the Superficies of 
this Concuſſion. 

3. The Word and its Radix may every 
where ſignify Concuſſion ;, I have examin'd 
zt in all the Clauſes where it is nſed, 

4. The Greek captzue, the Word by whch the 
| Septuagint render Rakiah may have for its f 
Thema cot, privo; (this Thema it hath in 
Ezek. xiii. 5.) and then it will well ex- 
preſs the Effe& of this Concuffion, which 
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46 The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
is a Privation, by which each of the Elements 
is deprived of the reſt. „ 

Laſtly, In this Senſe the Fact is obvious 


to every one's Underſtanding. The Concuſſion | 


of the Chaos ſeparates the Light, the fineſt 
Parts of Fire, from all the other Elements. The 
Concuſſion ſucceeding that, ſeparates the Air 
and Vater; it breaks all the little Particles 
aſunder, and thoſe that are the hardeſt it 
burniſhes, and makes them capable of receiv- 
ing the Impreſſion of every Surface, and con- 
veying it to our Sight. Theſe broken Parti- 
cles of the Elements are called Shechakim, 


in that of the Almighty Zo Job, where the 


Light is included in the Term : 


Job xxxvii. 18. Canſt thou (as he) 
give the Concuſſion to the Shecha- 
kim? The harder Parts are like 
the poliſhed Mirror. 


F. VIII. (I.) (tr) Maim, in the common 


Perfion render'd Water, does moſt evidently 
ſigniſy two Moiſtures, i. e. the Air and the 
Water : Theſe we ſee ſeparated, the Water de- 
ſeends, the Air goes upwards, when ever the 
Heat makes 4 Concuſſion in them, ſhaking 
them one againſt another. 


4 


ebe in thoſe Notes, 


Note (c). 5 
F. VIII. (I.) (u). The Concuſſion called 
Shamaim, by 2 Metonymy of the FEfef, 


be- 
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in One God. 


on Joo AIS M. Sect. VIII. 
becauſe it ſhakes the Shamaim, the Fire, the 
Air, and the Water. 

F. VIII. (I.) (w). The Word is d 


Kavah, which here ſignifies ſuch a Union 


of Things as render them, if not inſepera- 


ble, yet ſo united as not to be diſtinguiſb- 


ed afterwards, as Water mixed with 
Water. 91 5 3 
F. VIII. (I.) (x). The Word n Meo- 


roth, render d by the Septuagint pe, 


7s properly Receptacles of Light; the Place 
of the Lamp where the Oil was put, which, 
when ſet on fire, gave Light, Lev. xxiv. 
2. & alibi, rhe ſame Word is for that 
part of the Eye which receives the Light, 
Prov. xv. 30. The ſame Word is diſtinguiſb- 
ed from the Sun, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 16. See 
Moſes Princip1a. 

F. VIII. (I.) (y). The Concuſſion of the whole 
reſtores the Light to the pug, which again 


ſends it over the whole Globe. The Sun 
therefore is the place of the Morning, Job 


xxxviii. 12. Note (c), intheſe Notes. 


F. VIII. (2). LET me beg leave to make 
an Obſervation or two upon the Verſion 


of the preceding Paſlages. 


Ol. THE Hebrew Words Be Reſpith 
Elohim, are proved to ſignify Three Perſons 
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087: II. TRE Words Shamaim, Maim, 
Rakiah, and Shechakim, which are Terms 
purely Phyſiological, are ſhewn to have ſuch 
a Signification as hath not hitherto been 
given them; and yet the Things by them 
ſignify'd are ſo very obvious, one would 
wonder how that Signification could be 
over-look'd. 


Obſ. III. SINCE thoſe G in vi- 
ſible Objects, which come under the Ken of 
our Senſes, have ſtood ſo long uncorrected, 

ou will not be ſurprized at the Continuance 
of other Miſtakes concerning Perſons and 
Things, where we walk by Faith and not by 
Sight; and particularly, that Elobim, which 
18 evidently Three Supreme Judges, ſhould be 
tranſlated God; and thereby all manner of 
Notice of the plurality of the Perſons con- 
cealed. And alſo that the Formation of the 
Shecinah, tho' ſo evident in the laſt men- 
tion'd Pſalm, and in the firſt Clauſes of this 
Hiſtory of the Creation, ſhould be paſſed over 
unobſerved, tho' the Senſe of the Clauſe in 
all other Interpretations is very perplex'd. 
This, Sir, will give you the Trouble of a 
more particular Conſideration of the Texts 
concerning the Shecinah than might other- 
wiſe have been neceſſary. 


F. IX. (1.) As Man was to be created 
an Intelligent and Free 3 and (as it 
now 
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on JUDAlsM. Sect, VIII. 
now appears) to be compoſed of an Imma- 
terial Soul in a Body of Earth, the Notices 
of the Purpoſe for which he was created, 
and the Manner of anſwering that Purpoſe 
muſt be convey'd to him; either firſt, By 
being impreſſed upon his Soul at his Creation; 
or ſecondly, By Information from without, 
after he ſhould be made. 

IWIILI not enter into the Enquiry of 
Innate Ideas, and the Argument that may 
thereon be founded for the former Method 
of Inſtruction. I do not doubt, Sir, but 
you will agree, it is my Duty to acquieſce in 
that Aphoriſm of Zophar, Fob xi. 12. Vain 
Man would be wiſe, tho Man be born like the 
wild Aſſes Colt. And therefore, and alſo be- 
cauſe we read that Gop ſpoke to Adam, I ſhall 
conclude, the Creator did aſſume ſome viſi- 
ble Body, in which he ſpoke and taught him 


the way to anſwer the Purpoſe for which he 


was created. This viſible Body was the 
Shecinah prepared before the Creation of 


Adam, as will appear immediately. 


SIR, you have read the Argument by 
which it is manifeſt the Creator is Three 
Perſons in One Subſtance, F. VIII. (a.) Notes 


(a.) (C). And you may be ſo good as to 


read from the beginning of Geneſis to the 
8h Verſe of the third Chapter, and thence 
fatisfy yourſelf whether the ſame Three 
Perſons in One Subſtance, who created the 
World, did not govern it till the Fall 
of Adam. Here then T am to enquire, which 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
of thoſe Perſons did aſſume that viſible Body, 
in order to teach Adam his way to eternal 


Happinels. 
IT was not the Perſon of the Father. Of 


him it is ſaid, Te have not beard his Voice at 


any time, or ſeen his Shape, John v. 37. 
THE Son and Holy Spirit, as you have 

heard already, were decreed to have ſuch 

viſible Bodies, called --- Pillars of 2 Cloud, 


and of Fire, Exod. xiii. 21, 22. and Sheci- 


nabe, F. VI. (I.) Note (k); out of thoſe 
God Almighty is ſaid to have ſpoken, Pſal. 
Kcix. 7, Nay, the Pillar of the Cloud itſelf 


is ſaid to have talked, Exod. xxxiii. 9. 80 
that if we conſider the Governor of the 
World in the firſt OEconomy, it is the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, in One 
Subſtance. If we conſider the Perſons, in 
whoſe Adminiſtration the Government then 
was, why may we not ſay the Eternal Word 
or Son of God, and the Eternal Spirit or 
Holy Ghoſt, were Conſortes Imperii; as having 
viſible Bodies, and ſpeaking with audible 
Voices, decreed in the cxth Pſalm, and re- 
corded to be form'd accordingly in the 
Hiſtory of the Creation? The Clauſes in 
the Hiſtory of the Creation of the World 
which record this Formation, beins hi- 
therto ſo unhappily tranſlated, you will per- 
mit me, Sir, to conſider them here, and with 
them a parallel Place out of the Proverbs : 
And alſo ſome other Texts, recording that 


Adminiſtration in viſible Bodies, and with 


audible 


on JUDAISM, Sect. IX. 
audible Voices; which, tho' under the ſe- 


cond OEconomy,w1ll both prove and explain 
the Verſion here given to theſe Clauſes. 


The Formation of the Two fir ſt Shecinahs, 


Gen. i. 1, 2. — He created — the Dark- 
neſs (a) for the Perſons of Incom- 
phrehenſibility (b). 
Prov. viii. 27. — He ſet out that which 
encompaſſes (c) the Perſons of In- 
comprehenſibility (d). 


NOTES. 
F. IX. (2.3) (a). Heb. Choſhech, ſo very 
frequently uſed for that Cloud in which 
God appear'd, and ſpoke, that it would reflect 


upon you to name any of the Texts. 


F. IX. (2.) (b). The common Verſion ſays, 


| — Darkneſs (was) upon the Face of the Deep. 


The Seventy ſay, Euro Ti; A6voos — Over 
that which cannot be cover'd. But, Sir, you 
will be ſo good as to conſider the State of the 
Chaos at that time, and compare therewith 
the Idea which both theſe Verſions convey, and 
judge whether either of them can be right. 
Was not all the Chaos dark before the Light 
was ſeparated? Did not the mighty Arms of 
Maim nd Eretz, Moiſture and Duſt, bind up 
the Light till they were broke? Fob xxxviii. 
15. F. VIII. (1.) Note (). And if Tehom, 


the Deep, does mean the Chaos, was not the 
H whole 
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whole one Tehom ? Wherethen was this Dark- 
neſs which was over theWhole 2 Ia the Cœlum 
Empyreum ſurrounded with Darkneſs ? 1f it 
was then, muſt it not ſo continue, notwith- 
ſtanding the Separation of Light, which is in 
perpetual Motion from and to the Sun? 

Sir, you can ſay more upon this Head than 

T have done, and therefore you will agree the 
common Verſion cannot be right. And now 
being the Shecinah of the Eternal Word war 
decreed to be form'd before the Light; and 
being the Eternal Word and Holy Ghoſt are 
incomprehenſible Perſons, and did execute their 
Adminiſtration of the Government of this 
World in thoſe Shecinahs, as will appear in 

this Section: And being the Hebrew literally 


. 


frenifies as bere tranſlated, may I not conclude 
J am right? 


Let me add, the be ee Verb (was) in 
the Clauſe —| Darkneſs (was) upon the Face 
of the Deep] is not in the Hebrew, or 
in the Roman, or Alexandrian Copies, or 
even in the Complutenſian, if the Antwerp 
and St. Andrean Copies thereof be exact. So 


that the Verb —he created, may extend to 


this Darkneſs, for the incomprehenſible Per- 
ſons; and ſhew their Formation according to 
that Decree in the cxth Pſalm. 

F. IX. (2.) (c). The Seventy render this 
Clauſe, Aces my txvr2 Sebvo tn” Artuay, 
Aquila and Symmachus ſay, Ty iav13 mpyoy. 
The Septuagint tranſlates the Paſſage,to ſpeak 
of” the Throne of Glory, upon which the She- 

2 55 cinah 


on JUDAISM, Sect. > 2 
cinah appeared: And the others make it 
refer to the Shecinah it ſelf, which 3s called 
in Pſal. xviii. 12. 4 xm avrs, his Taber- 
nacle ; and by them, his Caſtle. 


F. IX. (3.) Now, Sir, that you may 
with the greater Certainty determine the 
Juſtneſs of the Verſion here given of thoſe 
two Clauſes concerning the Formation of 
the Shecinahs, you will - permit me to 
recite a few of the many Paſſages in which 


we read of their appearing, both as the 


Bible ſtands tranſlated, and where the 
Verſion requires Alteration. 

AND Firſt, in the received Engliſh Tran- 
ſlation. 1 | 


F. IX. (3.) I. In theſe two Shectnolls God 


Almighty made the Covenant with Abra- 
ham to give him the Land of Canaan. 
There was a moſt ſolemn Sacrifice of Beaſts 
and Birds ; the Beaſts were divided and laid 
Piece againſt Piece, and a ſmoaking Furnace 
and a burning Lamp paſſed between thoſe 
Pieces, Gen, xv. Had thoſe Covenants been 
only between Man and Man, each Part 
had walked between the Pieces, and faid, 
God do JoNo me and more alſo, if I keep 
not this Covenant. And here the two 
Shecinahs walked between thoſe Pieces. 


g. N. (30 U. Wren Iſrael came out of 
Egypt, the Lord went before them in 4 11 
: | A 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
lar of a Cloud by Day, and a Pillar of 
Fire by Night, Exod, xiii. 21. And ſpake 
out of the cloudy Pillar to Moſes and Aaron 
(at that time,) and to Samuel afterwards, 
Pſal. xcix. 6, 7. — : 


Y. IX. (3.) III. WHEN God Almighty 
appeared to David, Pſal. xvii, —— be 
made Darkneſs his ſecret Place, his Pa- 
vilion round about him with dark Water, and 
thick Clouds to cover him, and the SHecinah 

of Fire appeared alſo — that Brightneſs of his 
Preſence. | 


F. IX. (3.) IV. THE ſame Royal Pro- 
phet deſcribes the viſible Manifeſtation of 
God in his Government of the World by 
theſe Titles — Clouds and Darkneſs — Fire 
and Lightning, Pſal. xcvii. 2, 2, 4. 


F. IX. (3.) V. THE Continuance of the 
Crown of Judah in the Houſe of David, is 
promiſed to remain as long as thoſe two 
Specinabs, Pal. Ixxxix. 30. His Seat is like as 
the Sun before me, he ſhall land faſt for 
ever as the Moon, and as the faithful 
witneſs in Heaven, The eternal Word, | 
then in his Shecinah of Water, now in | 
that of Blood, even Jeſus Chriſt 1s the : 
faithful Witneſs, Rev. 1. 5. and the Sun 
is foretold to be turned into Darkne/*, 
and the Moon into Blood, before the terri- 

bie Day of the Lord, Joel ii. 31. which 
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proves the Sun and Moon to be the Ti- 
tles of the Shecinahs, in Foel; and that 
they are ſo in the Pſalm, is evident, be- 
cauſe the other Sun and Moon ſtill re- 
main, tho' the Houſe of David has loſt 
the Crown of Judah many Ages, Nor can 
that Houſe it ſelf be now certainly proved 
to be ſubſiſting, 

THe Darkneſs into which the Sun is 
turned, 1s the Spirits of Men, which he 
now makes his Temple, 1 Cor. 111. 16, 17. 
See F. XI. (I.) (a) 5. 


F. IX. (3.) VI. The Appearance of 
a Man, and of the Colour of Amber, 
Ezek. i. 26, 27. conſecrated Ezekiel to be 
a Prophet to the Fews in their Captivity 
at Babylon, 


AND, Sir, thoſe cannot be affirmed to 
have been only Bodies taken up for the 
preſent, and laid aſide immediately; for 
they are declared that they ſhould remain 
till the Incarnation, and to be concurrent 
with the Crown of Judah in the Houſe of 
David, in the Paſſage above, Ne. V. 
And Solomon underſtood the thick Darknefs 
to be the Dwelling, the conſtant Reſidence 
of the Lord, 2 Chron. vi. 1. And the Firſt- 


begotten ſthe eternal Word in his Shecinah 


of Dew. See F. VI. (I.) Note (i.) ] was in- 
troduced a ſecond time into the Oecono- 
My, and His abſolute Supremacy pro- 


claimed 
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Haſbmal, which 
Paſſage truly rendered, is, 


claimed Heb. i. 6. The Original is, Ora 
5 h aomgayy Tow , eic Thy k- 
puevnv = When he again introduced the 
Firſt-born into the Oeconomy, he ſaith, Let 
all the Angels of God worſhip him, And 
it was not only Clouds and Darkneſs, the 


Shecinah of the Son, but alſo Fire and 


Lightning, the Shecinah of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which then appeared, Fſal. xcvii. 2,3, 4. And 
theſe are aſſerted to be again introduced. 


They governed the Firſt Oeconomy, and 


are here introduced into the Adminiſtration 
of the Second. 


F. IX. (a) And, Sir, if you pleaſe to 


read the Original, and obſerve the Paſ- 
ſages in which theſe Shecinahs are men- 
tioned, you will find them more perfectly 
deſcribed, more frequently mentioned, and 
divers Paſſages very plain if underſlood of 
them, which are now ſeemingly inſuperably 
difficult. | 


F. IX. C4.) I. Let me examine the Ver- 
fion only of that Text in Ezek. 1. 26, 27. 
where the Shecinah of the Holy Ghoſt is 
ſtiled the Colour of Amber; the Original is 

ignifies the Anointer. The 


Ezek. i. 26. — Upon the Throne — 


was the Appearance of a Man. 
27. And I ſaw the Eſtabliſhed Ap- 


pearance 


on JUDAISM. Set IX. 57 
pearance (a) of Haſhmal (b), his 
Hhecinab (c), round about looked 
like Fire (d), upwards from that 

| Part which looked like his Loyns, 

= and downward from the Part which 

of 8 looked like his Loyns (e), I ſaw 

2 it Iook like Fire with Brightneſs 

Y mnexpreſſible round about it (f). 

NOTES. 
§. IX. (4) I. (a) , Which cannot 
* fignify as the Appearance, for it was the 

Appearance. And therefore the Particle muſt 2 

= ſignify as the Participle of . 2 

F. IX. (4.) I. (b.) The Rabbins canuti- I 

ouſly conceal the Interpretation of Haſhmal. 

Munſter ſays, they render it the Angel. 

Caſtalio, who cannot be ſuſpected of Partia- 

lity for the Orthodox, ſays it is to be read Re- 

rrograde. Now if that be allowed, the Nord 

FP  ſrenifies Ad Ungendum, One whoſe Of- 

> ficeit is to anoint. 

8 F. IX. (4.) I. (c). Heb. His Houſe. 

15 F. IX. (4.) I. (d). Heb. As the Appea- 

;ꝛance of Fire, his Houſe for him round about. 

F. IX. (4.) (e). Heb. From the Appea- 

* wance of his Loyns and upwards, and from 

the Appearance of his Loyns and down- 

wards. | 

F. IX. C46) (#3 T want a Word to ex- 
preſs the Hebrew. The Greek @7zaruz 
= comes the neareſt to it. 
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Fg. I. (5.) Tur Credit I give Munſter 
puts me upon Enquiry, whether the An- 


gel from Heaven that ſtrengthened #- 


vey, the Human Nature of our Lord in 

is Agony, when he was ſuffering for us, 
Luke xxii. 43. was not this Haſhmal? Could 
an Angel be wanted to ſtrengthen Him who 
was perſonally united to the Word of Power 
that upheld all Things, Heb. i. 3. But the 
Holy Ghoſt who anointed him to his Of- 
fice, might be neceſſary to him in under- 
going thoſe Tortures which he had volun- 
tarily taken upon him to ſuffer 1n our Stead, 


F. IX. (6. Secondly, THE Paſſages that 
give us account of the Shecinahs, would 
multiply upon our Hands, were they but 
rightly tranſlated. Iwill add but Two. 


F. IX. (6.) I. WHEN we read in Fob 


of the mighty Torments that expect the 
mighty. Oppreſſors of this World, they 
are declared to be executed by the eter- 
nal Word (the Judge of all) in this She- 


cinab 


Job xxvi. 5, 6. The Oppreſſors (a) homl 
under the Waters, even under the 
Shecinah of them. Hell is naked 


before him ;, the Grave hath no 
covering. | | 


g. IX. 
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F. IX. (6.) (a). The Wordis from 2 Radix, 
that ſignifies to weaken, as all Oppreſſors 
do, and is often render d Gyant. 


F. IX. (6.) II. WHEN the particular 
Offices of the Word and Holy Ghoſt are 
ſet forth in the Creation of the World, 
the Word is called the Perſon of the Wa- 


ter, as being then actually in that Shecinah. 


See above, F. VIII. Note (i). 
F. IX. (6.) pu Thirdly, How plain would 


many Paſſages appear, which now ſeem 


perplexed, becauſe the Tranſlators have 
taken no Notice of the Shecinah? To name 
but one, in which, Sir, you would have 
ſaved your ſelf a world of Trouble; I 
mean that Prophecy, or rather Hiſtory, 
written by Iſaiah the Prophet, Ch. vii. vin. 
ix, —— Where you find ſo many Difficulties 
chiefly founded upon that Paſſage in Ch. 
viii. which our Interpreters have thus tran- 


ſlated. 


Chap. viii. 14. - Behold I and the Chil- 
dren, [ the Septuagint ſay, Lanz 
whom the Lord hath given me, are 

For Signs and for Wonders in I, 
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I B U r this Verſion is wrong; for the Text 

Wl | is ſpeaking of the two Shecinahs of God the 

4 | Son; that of his Dew-Infancy, or coming in 

Wl! | the Water; and that of bis Infancy at the 

Incarnation, his coming in the Blood, Which 

Y | were really Signs and Tokens to Iſrael, that 
| | the Houſe of David could not be extinct till : 
Wl | the latter ſhould be effected, till the Word 7 
Wi | ſhould take his ſecond Infancy from that 
Wl | | Houſe, This was promiſed 2 Sam. i. 7. See 
Wl | F. XII. (3). 3. and is evident in this Text, 
i tranſlated from the Hebrew, | 
| | Iſaiah viii. 11. — The Lord ſpake thus |” 
bi 1 | uUnro me | | = 
Wl | Ver. 16. Bind up the Teſtimony, ſeal the | \ 
| | Law among my Diſciples. F- 
bil | Ver. 17. And I will prolong to Fehovah | . 
the concealing his Perſons from the 
At Houſe of Iſrael, for I will be united 
Wil | | 10... | + i 
| | Y Ver. 18. Behold I and the Infancies, ww | 
i Tu, Sept. which he hath granted | 
i mnto me Tehovah, (are) for Signs += 
Ul | and for Tokens in Iſrael, from and 
Wl with Febovab Sabbaoth, that dwel- 
i lech in Mount Sion. 

THE two Perſons of Fehovah, the Son |. 


and Holy Ghoſt, did both appear from the | 
Creation : But as the Time of the Incarna- BW 
tion drew near, they both withdrew; and | 
in this Paſſage it is ſaid they ſhould not ap- 
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on JUDAISM. Sect IX. 
pear again; but the Word ſhould be Incar- 


J 


nate of the Houſe of Iſrael. 
F. IX. (J.) LET me add; As Sir, I ſup- 


poſe, you have examined all the Proofs which 
the New Teſtament cites from the Old ; 


you will be ſo good as to review part of this 
Paſſage, cited in the Epiſtle to the Hebreros, to 


Yrove the Incarnation of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


ThatEpiſtle was wrote in Hebrew; and there- 
fore, tho' St. Clemens Romanus, or whoever 
elſe tranſlated it, might think himſelf under a 
ſort of Neceſſity to take the Citations as the 
Seventy had tranſlated them; yet he might 
look upon them as only References to the Pro- 


phecy, and leave us to take the Prophet in 


his own Words. The Thing to be proved, 
1s, That Chriſt was to be incarnate, and die 


For us, Heb. ii. 9. We ſee, that Feſus — by the 


Grace of God ſhould taſte of Death for every 


Man. To prove this, he cites the Paſſages 


from Iſaiab, whence the Words of the Se- 
venty are recited, as follow, I will put my 
Truſt in him; and behold I and the Children 
which God hath given me. And then the Con- 
clufion is, Foraſmuch as the Children are Par- 


takers of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo himſelf 


likewiſe took part of the ſame. —— Thus the 


Argument ſtands, as theWords are cited from 
the Seventy. But now, Sir, if you take the 
Original as here tranſlated,. you will ſee the 
Difference. The Argument will be thus, 
— Chriſt was to taſte of Death for every 

S | Man— 
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Happineſs of Man, being thus prepared, 
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Man — which required him to be incarnate. 
This he ſpeaks in the Prophet, --- 7 will be 


united to it (the Houſe of Iſrael) and be- 
bold me and the Infancies which he hath 
granted to me.--- Now, as one of thoſe Infan- 
cies partakes of Fleſh and Blood, he him- 
ſelf (whoſe Infancies they are) muſt moſt 


certainly partake thereof. 


F. IX. (8.) I cANNoT forbear obſerving 


the Form of the Argument in this Paſſage of 


the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, The Concluſion, 
— Chriſt muſt be incarnate, is founded upon 
the Decree for aſſigning to him two Infancies, 
of which one was to be Fleſh and Blood, Now 
this Decree being prior to the Creation, and 
his Infancy which was Water, being therein 
promiſed to be before the Morning ; weare in 
the ſame Method in this Argument, and in 
that which is taken in this Letter: We are 
led up to the Conſultation, (if I may fo 
ſpeak) which preceded our Creation, and to 
the Series of Decrees and Actions that fol- 
low'd. This I perſuade myſelf will recom- 
mend my Method to you. You have already 
heard what paſled before the Creation of 
Adam. The Hiſtory of that Creation is next 
in order. 


F. X. (1.) Every Thing in Nature which 
infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power, and 
Juſtice thought conducive to the everlaſting 


the 


on JUDAISM. Sect. X. 
the holy Hiſtory goes on to teach us his 
Creation, and how he anſwer'd the Pur- 
poſes of it. 


FR. (2). The Hiſtory of the Creation 
of Mankind. 


Gen. 1. 27. So the Supreme Fudges be 
createdThat Adam in his own Image, 
inthe Image of the Supreme Fudges 
he created him, Male and Female 
be created them. 

Gen. ii. 7. So Fehovah, the Supreme 

| 2 Judges, (a) he form'd that ſame 

_ Adam, the Duſt of the Red Earth, 
and breathed into his Noſtrils the 
Breath of Life now he was that 

Adam the Living Soul. 
Ver. 18. And Fehovah, the Supreme 
Fudges, he ſaid, It is not good for 
= this Adam to be a ſolitary Perſon, 

E I will make him an Aſſiſtant fit to 

Wy | fltand before him. 

| Ver. 21. And Fehovah, the Supreme 
Judges, he cauſed an Ecſtaſy to 
fall upon Adam; and he was as 
in a deep Sleep, and he took one 
of his Ribs, and cloſed up the 

Fleſh in the Place of it. 

Ver. 22. And Fehovah, the Supreme 
Judges, he form'd into a Woman 
the Rib which he had taken out 
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of Adam, and brought her o 


Adam. 
Ver. 23. And Adam ſaid, This pro- 


ceeding Perſon (b), is Bone of 
my Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh ; 


therefore fſhe ſhall be called Mo- 

man, (Heb. Iſhah) becauſe ſhe was 

taken out of Man, (Heb. Iſh.) 
Gen. v1. 1. And Adam knew—his Wife, 


and ſhe conceived and bare Cain.— 


NOTES. 
g. X. (2.) (a). The Stile of the Creator 


i varied in this Text, It is Jehovah Elo- 
him, the Ons Being, the ſupream Fudges ; 
q. d. the Subſtance of God ſubſiſting in the 
Three Perſons. It was at firſt Three in One, 


it 75 now One in Three. See F. VIII. (I.) 
"Note (b)) | | 


F. X. (2.) (b). The Hebrew is — this pro- 
ceeding, which is a perſonal Propriety. See 
F. V. (3.) per Tot. | 


F. X. (3.) Met hodius, who ſuffer'd Mar- 
tyrdom, A. D. 303. made an Obſervation 


upon the Image of God in Man. Anaſta- 


ſius Sinaita recited it in his Book, which 
being eaſy enough to come by, you will be 


ſo good as to permit me to refer you to ĩt.-— 


It attempts to prove the Holy Trinity 
thereby. | LETS 
AND 
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AN d if you admit the Perſonality in hu- 
man Nature to be a Perfection, then from 
thence the Light of Nature will manifeſt the 
moſt Holy Trinity of Perſons in the Unity 
of the Subſtance of Gop, Firſt, There can 
1 be no Perfections in any Effect, which are 
3 not in the Cauſe of that Effect. Now, b 
theſe Rules this Argument may be form'd. 
3 Human Nature is the Effect, Gop is the 
Cauſe. One Perfection of Human Nature 1s 
Perſonality, therefore in Gop there is Per- 
ſonality. In Human Nature Perſonality is 
perfected in three ſorts, Unbegotten, Be- 
gotten, and Proceeding. This Perfection of 
Perſonality therefore is in GoDp. Secondly, As 
the Imperfections that are in the Effect can- 
not be therefore ſaid to be in the Cauſe: Hence 
this Argument may be form'd. In Human 
Nature each Perſonality divides the Nature 
1 and (fave the firſt) ſucceeds another, - is after 
another, and inferior; all which are Imper- 


5 fections: But this cannot be ſaid of the Per- 
f ſonality in God, whoſe Nature is One, and 
not to be divided, who always was, and will 
4 be what he now is. And therefore, neither 
7 doth his Perſonality divide the Subſtance, or 
; are the Perſons afore or after other, but the 
l whole Three Perſons are co- eternal toge- 
4 ther, and eo- equal. See above F. V. (3). 


5 F. X. (4.) As ſoon as Adam was created, 
5 and before Eve was form'd, God Almighty 
gave him his Option of Happineſs or Miſery, 
"I: = This, 
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This, as T have already noted, is one eſſential 


Part of human Happineſs, the Reflection that 


it was our own Choice. Eternal Happineſs 


is a State of enjoying all that is good, and 
avoiding all that is evil for ever and ever. 
This therefore Adam might chuſe or refuſe. 
His Option was to be ſignify'd by one In- 
ſtance, and to be thereby determined for 
ever; I cannot give it you ſo well, as in the 
Words of the Bible, 5 


Gen. xi. 8. And Febovah, the Supreme 
Judges, he planted a Garden Eaſt- 
ward in Eden, and there he pus 

— that Adam whom he had form'd. 


Ver. 9. And out of the Ground made, 


Fehovah, the Supreme Judges, to 
grow every Tree that is pleafant to 
the Sight, and good for Food; the 


Tree of Life alſo in the midſt of the 


Garden, and the Tree of Knowledge 
Gad and Evil. 

Ver, 16. And Fehovah, the Supreme 
Judges, he laid a Charge upon that 
Adamin this Degree, Of every Tree in 

Ebbe Garden, thou may 'ſt eating eat, 

Ver. 17. But of the Tree of Knowledge, 
of Good and Evil thou ſhalt nat eat, 
for in the day that thou eatefi 
thereof thou ſhalt dying die. 


How long the Probation of his Abſti- 
pence in this Inſtance would have been re- 
quired, 
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quired, or even how long he actually did 


abſtain, does not appear. But Reaſon tells 
us, his Abſtinence could not be that eternal 
Happineſs for which he was created; That 


ig what Eye hath not ſeen, or Ear heard, 


neither hath it enter d into the Heart of Man 
to concetve. And therefore, all that can be 
ſaid of this enjoin'd Abſtinence is, that 
he was thereby to give a Teſtimony of his 


Obedience to his Creator, and of his thank- 


fully chuſing the Felicity that was intended 


F. X. (5.) AFTER this, Eve was formed, 
as you have heard above, and took her ſelf 
to be equally obliged in the ſame Decree. 
She was deluded by Satan, who for that 
Purpoſe actuated and uſed the Organs of 


the Serpent, the fitteſt Beaſt of the Field 
for his Purpoſe. He perſuaded her to 


give no Credit to the Word of God, but 
eat of that Tree of Knowledge; which ſte 
did, and ſeduced Adam to do the ſame; 
both of them thus declaring their Disbe- 


lief of that Eternal Happinefs; or if they 


did believe it, then their utter Contempt 
of it, and preferring Death to it. 


F. X. (6). Tris Ad of Adam's put an en- 
tire End to the firſt Oeconomy; and then the 
ſecond took place. The eternal Word was 
Cpardon the Expreſſion) under an Obliga- 
tion to become our Prieſt, and ſacrifice him- 


8 ſelf 


pi 


—— — — 


68 


The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
ſelf for vs, And He appeared and fat inJudg- 
ment upon Adam and his Wife; condemns 


them and allof us to Labour, and to a Separa- 
tion of Soul and Body, and reducing the Body 


to Duſt; condemns all her Sex tothe Pains of 


Childbearing; and condemns the Seducer 
Satan to a perpetual State of the moſt con- 
temptible Meanneſs, and to the moſt inſup- 
portable Regret, and Anguith of Mind, rhe 
creeping. upon bis Belly, and eating Duſt ; 
and when this was done, he went on to 
pronounce the vacating the firſt Oecono- 


my, and the Commencement of the ſecond, 


in theſe very Words, ſpeaking to Satan, 
Gen. iii. 15. J will ſettle the Contention 
between thee and the Woman, even 
between thy Seed and her Seed. 
It ſhall diſperſe and make invi ſi- 
ble (a) thy Poiſon (b); and thou 
ſhalt diſperſe and make inviſible 


. 


His inferior Part (c). 


THE Contention between Satan and the 
Woman was thus; he affirmed, that tho? 
fhe ſhould eat of that forbidden Fruit, ſhe 
ſhould not die, but be a Judge of Good 
and Evil, like the ſupream Judge. She aſſert- 
ed ſhe ſhould: be liable to Death thereby. 


This Contention the eternal Word compo- 


ted; by placing it between the Seed of the 
Woman, and the Conſequences of her giv- 
ing Credit to Satan; which is aptly called 


the 
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the Seed of the Serpent, as being that Seed 
of eternal Death, which Saran had then 
been ſowing. Adam was, indeed, become 
a Judge of Good and Evil, and had broke 
the Commandment, yet ſhould be ſaved 
from eternal Death; herein Satan ſaid 
true. But then the Nature of Adam in the 
Perſon of the Meffiah ſhould ſuffer in- 
ſtead of all Mankind, that eternal Death; 
herein the Woman ſaid true : And as this 
would on the one Hand diſperſe and render 
inviſible that Human Nature, the moſt in- 
ferior Part, in the Perſon of the Meſſiah; 
ſo it would on the other hand diſperſe and 
cover that Sin, that Seed, that Poiſon of 
the old Serpent, by which he thought to 
have killed us all. Thus the Diſpute be- 
tween the Woman and the Serpent are ſet- 
tled, and both of them proved to ſay true, 
> even the Devil himſelf, when he meant 
= nothing leſs. 


NOTES 
a §. X. (6.) (a). The Hebrew Word is uſed 
* but thrice; (I.) In this Place. (2.) In Job 
* 1X. 17. — he breaketh me with a Tempeſt. 
* (2.) Pſal. cxxxix. 10. — the Darkneſs ſhall 
cover me. — Theſe then are the Significations 
e the Word, to break in pieces, diſſipate, and 
* render inviſible, | 

F. X. (6.) (b). This is the ſame Word 
which as uſed, Pſal. cx. 6. Sec F. VI. (1.) 


Note 


70 The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
Note (X), and properly ſignifies that Po: 
ſon of Sin, which 70 the Death of the Impeni- 


rent. $ 


& ce.) (c). The Hebrew Word ir tbe 


Inferior Part of any Perſon or Thing; and ſince 


the Human Nature, the inferior Part in the 


\Perſon of our Bleſſed Saviour, was ſo far 


broken, as to have the Body in the Grave, and 
the Soul in Hell, and was thereby render'd invi- 


ſible to us, which cannot be does of the Inferior 
6 


Part of any other Per ſon; theWord cannot be tor- 
tured to ſignify any thing elſe than the Death 


of the Human Nature in our Saviour's Perſon. 


F. X. (7). THE vacating the firſt Oeco- 
nomy, and the eſtabliſhing the ſecond, 1s 
imply'd in this Sentence. The firſt vacated, 


inaſmuch as Satisfaction was to be made for 
the fooliſn Choice of Adam, by the Seed off 
the Woman, whoſe Human Nature was here 
declared ſhould be broken, and render'd in- 


viſible, — the very Thing which Adam and 


tis whole Poſterity muſt otherwiſe have ſuf- 
fer'd for ever. The ſecond Oeconomy is im- 
ply'd to be eſtabliſh'd in theſe Words, — he 


ſhall diſſipate and cover thy Poiſon. He ſhall 


reſtore Mankind to that Bleſſedneſs for which 


we were created, — our Iniquity ſhall be for- 
given, and our Sin ſhall be cover d. | 
_ AND conſequently, the Mediatorial King- 
dom now took place, that ſecond Oeconomy 


which is already ſpoken of. [ See F. VII. O5. 


II, III, IV.] and will be more fully explain'd. - 
$1 TO Xl. 
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en J UDAISM. Sect, XI. 


g. XI. (1.)-You i. Sir, by thai time, 
what Neceſſity there is for a Saviour, and 
what ſort of Saviour we want. If we value 


_. everlaſting Happineſs, if we would avoid 
everlaſting Milery, there is a Neceſlity of 


one able to ſave us from the latter, and to 


obtain for us the former. No-one could do 
this, but the Supreme Gop taking into him 


our Nature. 


You ſeen, Sir, by an Expreſſion in your . 
' Grounds to have an indifferent Opinion of 

the Revelations of St. Fobn ; give me Leave 
therefore to refer you to the fourth and fifth 


Chapters of that Book, by which you will be 


convinc'd you have been too haſty 1n your 
Cenſures. The fourth Chapter repreſents 
the firſt Oeconomy, and the vacating of it; 


and the fifth Chapter repreſents the preſent 
Oeconomy, the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 
THE eternal Word having now laid 


down his Shecinah of Water, and taken 
up that of Blood, the Human Nature, and 
having therein made Atonement and Satiſ- 


faction for the Sin of all the World; the 
Book of the Covenant of our Salvation; the 


| laſt Will of God, ſealed with ſeven Seals, 


is opened; the Lamb flain from the be- 
ginning of the World, takes upon him the 
Adminiſtration he ſtands ready to put 


us into Poſſeſſion of that eternal Happineſs 


which the Teſtator has left us, which we 


may accept, on the moſt deſirable Terms; 
d 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
Obedience to -a few Rules of Godlineſs, 
Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety; in the very 
keeping of which there is great Reward.” 


N OTES ſetting forth the Contents of 


the Revelations. | 


As the Bible in general has ſufferd 
by bad Tranſlations, and ignorant or 
worſe Expoſitors; ſo has the Revelations 
in particular, by Commentators. The De- 
fign is evidently to prevail upon the con- 
verted Jews to ſubmit to the Ruin of the ſe- 
cond Temple, unleſs the Sanhedrin would 


confeſs Jeſus to be the Chriſt; the Time of 


whoſe Coming was to be while that Temple 
was ſtanding. Now this was hard for them 
to do, who were all zealous of the Late; and 


therefore the Holy Ghoſt takes this Method to 


bring. them over to it. 
JETT, 


Firſt, Jeſus ' Chriſt himſelf appears to 
St. John, and by divers Characters proves 
himſelf to be that very Word of Life which 
St. John had handled with his Hands. This 
rakes up the three firſt Chapters. i 

Secondly, There is repreſented the firſt 


and ſecond Oeconomy. 


I. The firſt Oeconomy is repreſented in 


Chap. iv. wherein appear only the two Per- 


ſons in their Shecinahs, of the Beauty and 


Colour of the Jaſper and Sardin Stone, Pearl 


| Colour 
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on FUDAISM. Sect. XI. . 


Colour as Water, and red as Flame; thoſe 
Two with the inviſible Father are in the Sub- 
ſtance of the Godhead, the One Creator, 
Ch. iv. The One Sitter on the Throne, 
ver. 2. to whom the Twenty-four Prieſts, in 
the firſt Oeconomy reſign their Authority; 
that Oeconomy being ended by the Sin of 
Adam. 


„ l.) (a.) III. The ſecond Oeconomy 


7s repreſented in Ch. v. where the Laſt Will 
of God, concerning the Method for bringing 
us to eternal Happineſs, is ſealed with ſeven 
Seals, and opened by Feſus Chriſt, the ſole 
Executor thereof. 

F. XI. (I.) (a.) IV. The Seven Seals, as 
J under ſtand them, refer us back to the ſe- 
ven Witneſſes, x Fohn v. 6—8. The God- 
head, and all the Perſons, and the ſeveral 
Shecinahs which declare the Characters of 


each Perſon. 


Firſt, There is the Subflance, which in 
St. John is called the Spirit 


>” 
— 


the Truth, 1 John v. ver. 6. 1 AMnfaz, 
the ſame as Td & Ane, Job v. 12. where 
it is the Verſion of a Word that ſignifies Sub- 
ſtance. This is that Principium fine Prin- 
cipio, in which the ſupream Fudpes created 


all Things, F. VIII. (1.) Note (b.) 


Secondly, There are the three Witneſſes 


in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 


L Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, and sro ei Tpas, theſe Three 


Perſons are that One | Spirit or Subſtance 3 
WR Yer7] | ; . 
Thirdly, There are the Three Witneſſes / 
on Earth, the Spirit, the Water, and the * c 
Blood, which Three are, eis T9 %, in that 7 
One [ Spirit or Subſtance of God}. ET 
F. XI. (I.) (a). V. The Water and the 7 

Blood are the two Shecinahs of the Son; 
the Shecinahs of the Holy Ghoſt are that ; 
Boay of Fire, Pal. cx. F. VI. (I.) (e.) „ 
F. IX. (2.) in which he firſt appeared, and * |} 
the Spirits or Conſciences of Men. See ; 
F. VI. (2.) 3. That Darkneſs into which | 
that Sun is turned, F. IX. C3.) 5. Both theſe  *7 
are, as JI underftand it, comprized in the | 
Term Spirit, and made only one Witneſs, 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt has always been 
pleaſed to uſe the Organs of the Prophet 

and Apoſtle to teſtify to the Truth of e- 
ſus's being the Chriſt. The Fire may be, and 

7s the Spirit of the Elements, and the Con- 
ſciences of Men are their Spirit s, 

But here will an Objection riſe, to uit, : 
How if the Holy Ghoſt be ſaid to make the 
Spirits of all Men his Shecinah, their Spi- 
its can be ſaid to be in that One, namely, = ( 
in God. as the Water and the Blood were ant 
are in God? - 1 
In Anſwer to which, I beg Leave to ob- © 

Firſt, i 
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on JUDAI s M. Sect. XI. 


Ghoſt, and will not be reformed by His con- 
tinual ſtriving with them, (Gen. vi. 3.) are 
ſaid to grieve him, Eph. iv. 30. to vex 
him, (Iſa. Ixiii. 9.) and, as I take it, to 
quench him, (1 Thefſ. v. 19.) thereby put- 


ting out that Fire, which he takes out of of 
Spirits to make his Shecinah. Such unhap- 
py Perſons, if there be any ſuch in this Life, 


are out of the Caſe, 


Secondly, Thoſe happy Perſons who are 


reformed- by him, that believe the Chriſtian 


" Faith, and ſubmit to the Precepts of the Goſ- 


pel, are thoſe for whom our Saviour him- 


ſelf has in his Human Nature prayed in 


* rheſe Words, 


John xvii. 20, 21. — I pray — for 
them --- who --- beheve on me ; 
that they all may be One, as thou 
Father, in Me, and I in Thee, 
that they alſo may be One in Us. 


According to this, every Believer, whoſe 
Spirit is the Shecinab of the Holy Ghoſt, is 
One in that ont faxes of: God, in which the 
Water, the firſi Shecinah of the Con, is 
One And thus the Spirit, the Water and 
the Blood, the Three Witneſſes upon Earth, 
are m One... 


L 2 . 


Firſt, Thoſe bo perpetually reſiſt the Holy 
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F. XI. (I.) (a.) VI. The Three Witneſſes in 
Heaven may be ſo ſtiled, becauſe they were 
peremptorily to governthe firfl Oæconomy; and 
ſo decreed in Heaven before the Creation. aL 
The Three Witneſſes on Earth may be ſo * 
filed, becauſe the ſecond Oeconomy, in which 
they had all their Parts, was not before the 
Creation ſaid to be certainly eſtabliſiid, but on 
Suppoſition only, that Man would chuſe eter- 
nal Death. „5 
Theſe Three Witneſſes on Earth are, asT 
underſtand it, the Son in both his Shecinahs, 
and the Holy Ghoſt in borb his Shecinahs, called 
here by one Name that of Spirit, The Fire 
BY being the Spirit of the Elements, which was 
=: his firſt Shecinab; and the Spirit of Men 
1 being his ſecond Shecinah and his Office in 
9 the firſt Oeconomy not appearing, and his 
1 Office being in the ſecond Oeconomy, that of 


| | : 0 , 3 4 8 | © 
| regenerating us, which is the Spirit bearing 
9 | Witneſs with our Spirits, that we are the Sons 


os 
1 F. XI. (a.) VII. The remaining Part of the 


1 Revelations is firſt a martial Repreſentation 


| of the reducing of the Temple to the Faith, 
| and fhewing the Neceſſity of reducing or de- 
| ' moliſhing it; and concluding in the latter; after 
| which the Saints are ſatisfied, and thoſe that 
1 Aubted whether Jeſus is the Chriſt, are fully 


9 tdeonvinced The Fowls that hover d in the Air, 
| 1 Ht | - . 
' the Men that heſitated, are invited to the 


by)! Wedding-Supper of the Lamb Chriſt Feſus, 
1 and the Church bis Bride; and then the Book 


concludes 
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on JU D AIS M. SeQt. XI. 
concludes with a Repreſentation of the Chri- 
ſtian Church as it now ſtands, and as it will be 
at the Reſtitution of all Things. 

F. XI. (I.) (a.) VIII. Let me have Leave to 
obſerve, the Unity of the Subſtance in all the 
Perſons of the moſt Holy Trinity makes the 
Teſtimony of each Perſon become the Teſti- 
mony of every one, and ſo to be the Teſtimony 
of the Holy Trinity. This is the Argument of 
the Text, Joh. v. 6--9. 


I, The Spirit (the Subſtance ) beareth 

Witneſs. 

2. The Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, who are One (Sub- 
ſtance) bear Witneſs in Heaven. 

3. The Spirit, the Water, and the 
Blood, who are in that One (Sub- 
ſtance) bear Witneſs on Earth. 

4. This is the Teſtimony of Gop which 
he hath given us of his Son. 


So above, Plal. cx. 4. the Oblation which 
the Word made of himſelf, that Propoſal of 
his to ſuffer for us, is ftiled the Propoſal of 
the Acceptor, Thou art the Prieſt of the Age 
according to my _— Making the 
Propoſal of the Son, become the Propoſal of 


the Subſtance, and of every Perſon therein : 
And thus it was the Propoſal of the whole 
Trinity, that the Son ſhould ſuffer for Man. 
And thus we read, - God ſo loved the World, 
that hegave his only begotten Son, to the 
Intent that all who believe in him ſhould 

| | | | nor 
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ix. 14. And ſo again in divers other Places. 


this Letter is addreſs'd, and every other £ 


— 


The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. God 
ſent his Son. —— hen yet it is alſo ſaid, 
--- Jeſus Chriſt offer'd himſelf for us, Heb. 


F. XI. (I.) (a.) IX. I canxoT forbear this 
Opportunity of intreating you, Sir, to whom 


Perſon into whoſe Hand it may come, that 5 
they would examine the Whole with the ut- 4 
moſt Strictneſs and Impartiality. The Me- 1 
thod here taken to put Things into a clearer A 
Light, may perhaps be different from the 3 
uſual Method of Expoſitors; as the Ver- | 
ſion given to the Paſſages cited, generally 
differs from the common Tranſlations: But 
Jet them who underſtand the Original, and 
will be at the Pains to examine, give Notice 
of any Error, it ſhall be thankfully acknow- 
ledged, and carefully retracted. 


F. XII. (1.) The Doctrine of the preceding 
Pages reduced to Fropoſitions. 


THE preceding Part of this Letter being 
out of the common Method of Arguments 
brought in Defence of our Holy Faith, and 
having no manner of Rhetorical Embelliſh- 
ments; it may be reaſonable enough toappre- 


hend your Patience may be near exhauſted, 


and that your Attention in the Peruſal of the 
Arguments would now and then be with- 
7 drawn : 


on Jupp AIS. Sed. XII. 


drawn : Therefore I beg Leave to reduce 


the Whole to theſe few Propoſitions, and ſhall 
refer each to their proper Arguments, by 
which they are proved. 


FD Propoſution * 


THERE is a Trinity of coequal, coeter- 
nal Perſons in the Unity of the undivided 


Subſtance of Gop. F. V. (3.) (4.) F. VIII. 


(I.) Notes (a.) (B. G3 F233 
Propoſition II. 


THEsE Three Perſons are repreſented 
in Scripture, as deliberating whether Man 
ſhould be created for the Purpoſe of his en- 
joying eternal Happineſs, which would re- 


quire him to be a Free Agent; and liable to 


make himſelf eternally miſerable, which it 
was foreſeen he would make himſelf, by 


chuſing wrong. 
Propoſition III. 


To redeem Man from this eternal Mi- 
ſery, One of the Three Perſons in the moſt 
Holy Trinity, namely, the Eternal Word, 
offer d himſelf to aſſume the very Human 


Nature, and therein to ſuffer the Penalty of 
- a 
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that erroneous Choice, and thereby obtain 
for Man freſh Opportunities of chuſing again. 
This Oblation was accepted, and the Crea- 
tion of Man decreed, F. V. (I.) (2.) f. VI. 


WERE. 
Propoſition IV. 


THIS gave cccafion for decreeing two 
Methods of Government of this World, 
called by the antient Writers Oeconomies. 
The firſt of theſe was peremptorily decreed ; 
the ſecond only by way of Proviſo, in caſe 
Man ſhould chuſe erroneouſly at firſt. 
g. VII. OZ II. - 


Propoſition V. 


ALL Things were derreed to be order'd 
in the firſt Oeconomy, as if it had been fore- 
{een Man would have choſen eternal Happi- 


neſs. The Two Perſons of the Word and 


Holy Ghoſt were to have the Adminiſtra- 


tion of the Government in ſuch Shecinahs 


or viſible Bodies, as could not influence Man 


in his Option, or redeem him, if he ſhould 


chuſe wrong. F. VII. O /. I, II, III. 
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on JUDAISM. Sea. XI. 
Fropo ſition VI. 


TEESsE Things were all decreed before 
the Creation of the World. $. VII. Oz. V. 


F. VI. (I.) Note (i) (H. 


Fropoſition VII. 


THE two firſt Shecinahs- mention'd in 
the fifth Propoſition preceding, were form'd 
out of the Elements before any other Thing 
whatever. That for the Eternal Word was 
out of the Water, that for the Holy Ghoſt 


was out of the Fire, F. IX. (1.9 505 


Tropo ſetion VIII. 


THERE are palpable Errors in the Ver- 
ſion of the Hiſtory of the Creation, which 
if rectify'd would ſhew the Phyſiolooy of 
the Bible to be agreeable to the beſt Modern 
Som of Philo rot F. VIII. (I.) Notes 
(c.) (d.) (in.) (r.) (r.) (x.) (.) And which 
therefore may excuſe the . rrors in the Ver- 


ſion of the Theological Part. F. VIII. * III. 


Fropoſition IX. 
THE World being prepared for him, Man 


was created in the Image of Gop, even as to 


his Perſonal Proprieties. F. X. (3). 


M Propoſition 
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P, ropo ſition X. 


| THE firſt Man and Woman had a parti- 
cular Inſtance given, by which they might 


teſtify their Option of Happineſs or Miſery; 
and they both choſe Miſery. Y.X.(4.)(5.). 


: Propoſition XI. 


THIs put an end to the firſt Oeconomy; 
and thereupon the ſecond, which had been 
decreed only proviſionally, took place, and 


receiv'd its Eſtabliſhment. F. X. (7.9 


Fropo ſition XII. 


AND brought us under an abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity for ſuch a Saviour, as may fave us 


from that eternal Death which Adam choſe; 


and give us freſh Opportunities of chufing 
eternal Happineſs. F. XI. (1.9 
Propoſition XIII. 


THE Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian 
Religion are theſe, namely. 


——ů 


F. X. 


2 
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on J v DA IS M. Sect. XI. 


. XII. ( 2). The Grounds and Rea- 


ſons of the Chriſtian Religion, 


| THE Grounds and Reaſons of the Chri- 


lian Religion are, what I want Words to tell 


you: They are, that 5 Ape, 4 = e 


 Spwmz T2 owThES; ut wes, that good-natur'd 


Goodneſs, that humane Humanity of our Sa- 
viour God, who was deſirous to make us eter- 
nally happy, and to aggrandize that Happi- 
neſs by giving us free Liberty to chuſe or 
refuſe it. Who could not ( pardon the Ex- 
preſſion) content himſelf with allowing us 
one Act of Choice, which he foreſaw we 
would abuſe; but obliged himſelf to ſuffer 
that Miſery he knew we would chuſe, and 
thereby renew to us innumerable Opportu- 


nities of chuſing again: And who would not 


create us till this was ſettled. Shall I beg 


Leave to repeat this in the Words of the Holy 


Ghoſt, who from hence takes occaſion to per- 
ſuade us to ſeek the mutual Good of each 


other, to lay aſide that Self-Intereſt which is 


the Root of all the Miſchief in the World, 
and to depend upon a future Reward? 


Phil. ii. 4. Aim not every one at his own 
Advantages, but every one alſo at 
the Advantages of others, | 

Ver. 5. Let that be minded by you, which 


was even by Chriſt Feſus, 
_ M 2 
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Ver. 6. Who being in 


the Form of God (a), 


did not reckon the 


neceſſary Diminuti- 


on, even this, that 
there would he e- 
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(a). In the perfect 
Majeſiy and Glory of 
the Supreme Being, 
See Note (a). 
(b). The Godhead 
and Manhood jointly 


worſhipped in the Me- 
diator. See Note (b). 
(c_). See Note (c). 
(d). Mediator be- 3 
tween God and Man, Z 
and Advocate for Men, 


1 qual Things in 
| God (b). I 
.=- Ver. 7. But ſet him- 
1/0 ſelf at nought (c, 
|| taking the Form of a 
8 Miniſter (d), being 
_ in the Likeneſs of See Note (d). 
'Þ Man (e). | (e). In all Things 
wy like unto bis Bre- 
1 J k bren, Heb, xi. 17. 
See Note (e). | 
(). The Repreſen- 
tative of Man, See 
Note (f). 


Ver. 8. And found 
1 | in Repreſentation as 
1 Man (f), debaſed 
4 himſelf, becoming li- 
1 able to Death, even 
the Death of the — 


Croſs. 


Ver. 9. Nom for this 


God highly reward 


ed it (g), and freely 
gave it (h) a Name 
above every Name. 


Ver. 10. That at the 
Name of Feſus ſhould 
bow every Knee,both 


(g). The Human 
Nature in the Perſon of 
Chriſt. See Note (g). 
(h). Prior to the 
Aſſumption of it. See 
Note (h“ 
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on JUDAISM. Sect, XI. 


of Things and Per- 
ſons celeſtial, terre- 
 ftrial, and ſubterre- 
trial. We 
Ver. 11. And that (1). To be worſhip- 
every Tongue ſhould ped without any Di- 
confeſs that theLord flin&ion, but equally 
Feſus Chriſt is in with God the Father, 
theGlory of God the See Note (i). 
Father (1). 


Now Sir, can we aſlign any Reaſon for 
this Condeſcenfion in Gop, ſave his ineffa- 
ble Love to Man? Does the Exaltation of 
our Nature in his Perſon make him any Re- 
compence for the Loſs, if I may fo ſpeak, 


which he ſuſtains hereby? Is he not as our 


Mediator in an Inferior State, at the Right 
Hand of the Throne of the Majeſty on 
High, of that very Majeſty in which he was 
when he thus determin'd to give us Happi- 
neſs, of that very Majeſty in which he ſtill 
remains in his eſſential and natural Character? 


NOTES. 


F. XII. (2.) (a). The cxth Plalm fays, 
— In the Supreme Majeſty of Holineſs. 
F. VI. (I.) Note (h). Mop, in the Sep- 
tuagint, 7s that outward: Appearance which 
denotes the Internal Charager, 

| 5 


—— 


g. XII. 


— 
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F. XII. (2.) (b). Interpreters do not ſeem | 
ro have attended to the Grammar of theText , 
it is not o but lot in the Plural Number, and 
cannot refer to any Thing, but the Two Natures f 
in the Perſon of the Mediator, the Godhead I 
and Human Nature; which being beth jointly 
adored in the One Perſon, would thereby oc- 
caſion that which in all finite Beings would be 
called *Ap7aywor, an inevitable Loſs, a neceſ- 
ſary taking away, a ſort of Rapin. For whereas 
till this Union, the Godhead alone was wor- 
ſhipped, he is now worſhipped as God and 
Man. See beneath in theſe Notes. 

F. XII. (2.) (c). The Greek is, vacated or 
repealed himſelf; x#w, ig to repeal a Law. 
But this relates to that Oblation which Chriſt 
made of himſelf for us, when he was in his 
ſupreme Majeſty, and alſo to the Conſequen- 
ces of that Oblation which the precedin 
Clauſe ſays he did not reckon; and choſe 
make it evident he herein ſet himſelf at 
Nought ; and, as it follows, v. 8. debaſed 

himſelf. | wy 3 

H. XII. (2.) (d). The.Engliſh Verſion of the 1 
Bible iz divers Places, calls the Miniſters 3 
of State, the King's Servants, 

N. XII. (2.) (e). Let me obſerve, this con- 
Futes the wild Notion, that the Logos in Chriſt 

ſupplies the place of the Human Soul. 2 
2.) (£).. Thus in Pfal. xxii. bse 
Meſſiah in his own Perſon ſays, . 
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on JUDA 8 M. Sec. XI. 


Ver. 2. — Lery in the Day-time, and 


thou heareſt not — 

Ver. 4, 5. Our Fathers — called upon 
thee, and were holpen. 

Ver. 6. But as for me, Iam the Colour, 
and not the Subſtance — 


— The Worm that colours the Cloath, 
and not the Cloath it ſelf; the Perſon that 
repreſents us in our Odin, and is puniſhed 
for us, but yet without Sin himſelf; fo 
bere in this Text, found in Repreſentation 
as we are, ſinful and demeriting Puniſh- 
ment, repreſenting us in the Sin and Pu- 
niſhment. | | 

F. XII. (2.) (g). This high Reward is ap- 
propriated to the Human Nature only; the 
Thing that was then under Conſideration 
woether it ſhould be aſſumed. 

F. XII. (2.) (h). The Human Nature was 
not aſſumed when this Donation was given 
thereto ;, they therefore greatly err, who from 
hence argue an inferior State in the eter- 
nal Word, before he aſſumed this his inferior 
Part, and the ſubordinate Character of Me- 
diator. F. VI. (I.) (h). 

F. XII. (2.) (i.) There is now no Diſtin- 
dion of Worſhip in the Perſon of Chriſt; the 
Godhead and Manhood being inſeparably uni- 
ted as Water to Water, both have the ſame 
equal Worſhip : Feſus Chrift, God and Man, 
3s moſt high in the Glory of God the Fa- 


ther, Thou only, O Chriſt, with the Holy 
wy Ghoſt, 


—_—-. 
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The Chriſtian Religion not founded 
Ghoſt, art moſt high in the Glory of God 
the Father, But this will require a parti- 
culay Letter. 5 RD 


F. XII. (3.) I ANN r leave this Sub- 
ject, till I have conſidered the Difference be- 
tween the two Oeconomies with relation 
to us. — „ „ 
IN the firſt Oeconomy there was but one In- 
ſtance allowed for Man to manifeſt his Option; „ 
In this ſecond Oeconomy we have as many In- I 
ſtances as Opportunities of Behaviour to God, E 
to our Neighbours and to our ſelves ; ſo that if | 
we fail in one, there remains another, even 
to the laſt Gaſp ; and with this very great 
Advantage on our ſide; if we behave well, 
every Act increaſes that eternal Happineſs 
which it doth at the ſame Time ſecure to 
us. There is one Glory of the Sun, another 
of the Moon, another of the Stars, and one 
Star differs from another Star in Glory, ſo 
alſo is the Re ſurrection of the, Dead, 1 Cor. 
XV. 41. And this Difference ariſes from the 
different Degrees of virtuous Behaviour in 
this Life. It will be v vmp6onby a; up- 
Eonlw ern Ge Es Sozns, a Weight of eter- 2 
nal Glory, as much as our Capacities ſhall |: 
be capable of; which will exceed in ſome in 
proportion as they have exceeded in ſuffering © 
during this Life, 2 Cor. iv. 17. And, Sir, | 
when you and ] reflect upon the Difficulties 
in performing any Act of Virtue, you muſt 1 
agree with me, there is a ſort of Suffering 3 
1 even 
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bon JuDaism. Sect. XIII. 
even in the moſt eaſy; ſo that we need not 
wiſh for Perſecution to increaſe our future 
Glory. 


No w, Sir, let us not complain of Adam; 
we are Gainers by his fooliſh Choice, if we 


our ſelves will be wiſe ; the End of our 
Creation may much better be anſwered 
now by us, than 1t could by him, till he 


came into the Oeconomy we are now 


under, 39 
TRA us, Sir, in Proof of my firſt Propo- 


ſition, I have ſet before you the Grounds 


and Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion. And 
I am now to prove my fecond Propofition 
concerning Judaiſm, That it was inſtituted 
in Subſerviency thereto, and is now diſ- 
charged, as having done what it was ſet up 
to do. Toa 


Propoſition II. 

That Judaiſm was inſtituted only to 
manifeſt the Meſſiah; and is now 
abrogated, as having anſwer'd the 
Purpoſes of its Inſtitution. 


F. XIII. (I.) The Office of our bleſſed 


Saviour, as is already proved, required 


him to be both God and Man, that ſo be- 


ing at his own Diſpoſe, he might offer him- 
ſelf without Cenſure; and this Human Na- 
ture 
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Judaiſm inflituted fo 0 


ture was to be derived from Adam, but not 
in the common manner. It was not to be 
tainted by that Sin of Adam which has pol- 
luted all of us. To avoid thigy it pleaſed 
God to create for our Saviour, out of the 
Subſtance of the bleſſed Virgin, the ſame 
Human Nature which we receive from our 
Parents. But this was the ſame Human Na- 
ture, and not to be diſtinguiſhed from other 
Men by any natural Character; and yet if 
we cannot diſtinguiſh him from others, how 


ſhould we believe in him: 3 and without 


Faith in him, he is no Saviour to us? 


F. XIII. (2. ) It W infinite Wiſdom 


and Goodneſs, for this Reaſon, to delay the 
eoming of our Saviour in the Fleſh, till 


there ſhould be certain Deſignations foretold 
of his Perſon, by which he might be known 


from all other Men. Theſe Deſignations 


were to be certain Circumſtances attending 
his Birth, Life, and Paſſion, which were to 
be ſuch as could not. be applied to any other 
Man. And for this Reaſon the F amily of 
Abraham was made a' mighty Nation, and 
had a-peculiar Polity and Religion, that fo 
it might be preſerved till the Saviour ſhould 
come, and thoſe prophetical Circumſtances 
be therein fulfilled, and the Perſon. of our 
Saviour perfectly manifeſted thereby ; after 
which it was to be repealed. I will name 
only a few of many Inſtances, which will 


ſufficiently prove this Hirt 51 of this Propo- 


ſition; 
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the Meſſi ab, and MN repealed. 


ſition; and then ſhall go on to prove this 
Jada, now entirely repealed. 


N. XIII. 3 IT was foretold he 95 _ 


be 1ncarnate of the Seed of Abraham, Gen. 


xxii. 18. In thy Seed ſball all the Nations of 


the Earth be bleſſed. There is no univerſal 
Blefling, no Bleſſing which makes all Man- 
kind happy, fave this alone, namely, the 


| Incarnation of the eternal Word; Who in 


this Human Nature ſatisfies for Sin, and 
obtains for us renewed Opportunities of 


chuſing that eternal Happinels, the Enjoy- 


ment of which is the End of our Crea- 
tion, 


N O T ES anſwering ſome Obje@ions | 
_ againſt this Character. 


Thy Author of the Scheme of Literal 
Prophecy confider'd, tho he inſiſts to have. 


all the Prophecies n in their literal Senſe, 


Jet gives a figurative Turn to this, (Scheme, 


b. 132. ] He would have it ſignify, that the 
15 I atlites ſhould be ſo ble or made ſo 

* remarkably ſucceſsful in their Affairs by 
* God, that when Men bleſſed one another, 
cM they ſhould uſe this or the like Form of 
** Bleſſing ; God bleſs you, as he did the 


« Iſraelites, or Seed of Abraham.“ But, Sir, 


how can you come into ſuch an abſurd No- 
tion ? Should "you be taken by an A lgerii, 
and put to the worſt "Bn mn ; ſhould the 


King 
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XIII. 


Judaiſm inſtituted to manifeſt 
King be addreſs'd to redeem you, and ſhould 
the Anſwer be God make the poor Gen- 
tleman as happy as his Sovereign; would this 


male the captive Slave bl-ſſed in bis Soue- 


reign © Could any thing but redeeming bim 
do that? 


IT heightens the Surprize that I find 


the ſame Author, who juſtly inſiſts upon 


the moſt accurate and exact Interpretation 
of the Prophecies, does nevertheleſs attempt 


to explain this Prophecy by another Paſſage, 


no way parallel, Gen, xlviii. 28, — Jacob 


fays to Joſeph's Sons — In thee ſhall Iſrael 
bleſs, faying, God make thee as Ephraim 


and as Manaſſeh - Had this been the Intent 
of God to Abraham, was it not as eaſy to 
haue ſaid the ſame Words © And, Sir, would 
you your ſelf uſe both theſe Forms of Speech 
to expreſs the ſame thing? Certainly you 
would not ;, or if you did, you would not 


expect to be underſtood. For me to be bleſ- 


ſed As you may be, does indeed ſignify 
my being made happy As you are; But 
to be bleſſed iN You, requires You To 
MAKE me happy; Ts there no Difjerence? | 

THE ſame Gentleman enquires, how 


comes Seed to ſignify a fingle Perſon > 
And ſays it ſignifies the Poſterity of 
Abraham, Scheme, p. 131. But according 


to bis own. Interpretation, it may much ra- 


ther fignify a ſingle Perſon than the whole 


Pater of Abraham, The Hebrews were 


never happy or proſperous long; the Nation 
W might 
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the Meſſrah, and Now repealed. 
might always ſay—From my Youth up thy 
Terrors have I ſuffered with a troubled 


Mind—Take the whole Sum of Years from 
Abraham to this Day, and thence dleduct the 


Tears of Proſperity that Nation hath enjoy d, 


and ſee whether they bear ſuch a Proportion 


as to make it a Bleſſing for any People or Per- 
ſon to be no more happy and ſucceſsful in 
their Affairs, than the Poſterity of Abra- 
ham. But if you take Seed to mean only 
One Perſon, ſomething may he ſaid; then 


you have Solomon for Honour aud Riches, 


if you count theſe Bleſſings. But how many 
others can you name? And then you are 
where you was before; what Good have I 
by your wiſhing me as great as Solomon, 
as rich, as honourable * Is this making me 
bleſſed IN Solomon? The Nations of the 
Earth cannot be bleſſed IN the Seed. of 
Abraham, any other way effefually and to 
any real Purpoſe, ſave by this, that the eter- 


nal Word takes our Nature of the Seed of 


Abraham, and therein gives to all the Na- 
tions of the Earth the blejjed Opportunities 
of chuſing over and over again that eternal 
Happineſs, which, That Mankind might enjoy, 
is the only End of our being created. | 


F. XIII. (3.) II. ANoTHER Character 
15, that he ſhould be incarnate of the Tribe 
of Judah, one of the twelve Great Grand- 
ſons of Abraham. 


1 Chron. 


* 


94 ; Judaiſm inſtituted to manifeſt 


1 Chron. v. 2. Judab the mighty One 


among his Brethren, even to the Chief 


Ruler from him, Kr By EZavurts, 
as the Septuagint juſtly render. Now 
compare this with —— 105 


— Gen. xlix. Io. The Scepter ſball not 
depart from Fudah, or the Lawgiver 
from between his Feet, till Shilo come, 


be -tellme if this Sale here und tie 


Chief Ruler in the preceding Text, are not 
the ſame Perſon; and whether this Chief 
Ruler 1s not the Meſſiah, and whether theſe 


two Texts do not foretel his being Incarnate 
of the Tribe of Fudah, | 


NOTES. 


. Let me intreat you, Sir, for your own ſake, 
ro lay aſide the Prejudices which the Multitude 
of Lo here's, and lo there's, the blind Com- 
mentators leading blind Readers of the Holy 
Bible may have occaſion d. Would you value 


that Diamond Ring on your Finger the leſs, 


if Ninety nine, of One hundred, knew not the 
Value, or even the Name of it? Why then 
muſt we paſs over Shiloh as an unintelligible 
Word, becauſe of the uncertain * 
+ | 1 | THre- 


and the Obedience of the People 
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the Meſſtab, and Now repealed. 


F. XIII. (3.) III. THE Tribe of Judah, 
in proceſs of Time, branched itſelf into five 
Families, Phares, Hezron, Carmi, Hur, and 
Shobal, (1 Chron. iv. 1.) Here then would 


remain an Uncertainty, unleſs it was fore- 


told of which of theſe the Meſſiah was to be 
incarnate, To make this certain, 1t 1s fore- 
told he ſhould be 1ncarnate of the Houſe of 
David, who was the Deſcendant of Phares, 
the Father of Hegron, the Father of Ram, the 
Father of Aminadab, the Father of Nabſbon, 


the Father of Salmon, the Father of Boas, 


the Father of Obed, the Father of Fe/ſe, the 
Father of David, Ruth iv. 18. The Pro- 
phecy declaring this, was pronounced to 
David by Nathan, on occaſion of the Deſire 
David had to build a Temple at Feru- 


ſalem. 


2 Sam. vii. 4. — The Word of Fehoyah 
came to Nathan, ſaying, Go and tell 
my Servant David, thus ſaith Fe- 

hovah. 
Ver. 11. — Fehovah telleth thee he will 
make a Houſe for thee (even) Fe- 
„„ OR 
Ver. 12. For thy days ſhall be fulfilled, 
and thou ſhalt ſleep with thy Fathers; 
and I will raiſe thy Seed after _ 
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95 Judaiſm inſtiinted to manifeſt 
which ſhall proceed out of thy Bowels, 
and T will eb bis Kingdom. 
Ver. 13. He ſhallbuild (a) He ſhall be my 
the Houſe to my . Shecinah. See Note 
Name (a), and (a) next following. 
I will eftabliſh | | 
the Throne of 
his Kingdom for 
ever (b). : 
Ver. 14. I wil! be 
the Predeceſſor 
of him, and he 5 
ſhall be the Suc- w_— 
cefſor to me (c), (c) See Note (c). 
who (will be) „„ 


in the Sin of 


(b) See Note (b). 


the (4), nd 7 (4) o Ada. 


will chaſtiſe him See Note (d). 
with the Rod of ö 
miſerable Men, 
and with the Tor- 
ment of the Sons 
az. T T7T:.:«:-.- . - 
Ver.15. For my Office of DET for the 
Sin of all Men (e), ſhall not retire = 
him; as I made my Office of my being 
propitious to others (ee), retire. from 


Saul, whom I made to give place to 


—_—_F = 

Ver.16. And thy Houſe and thy Kingdom in 
thy Repreſentatives ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
during the Oeconomy (g), and thy Throne 
fhall be fixed during the Oeconomy (g). 
| 5 ö. 
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the Meſſaab, and Nom repealed. 


Ver. 17. All theſe very (h) Words, and this 8. XIE. 
very (h) Viſion, did Nathan * 


* 


atly (h) relate to David. 


NOTES. 

F. XIII. (3.) iii. (a.) The Houſe that David 
propoſed to build, was for the Habitation 
of the Houſe of God, Pſal. xxvi. 1, 9. Lord, 
J loved the Habitation of thy Houle, 
That which it is here foretold ſhould be 
hilt by the Succeſſor of David, 7s not the 
Habitation of the Houſe, but the Houſe it 
ſelf; that Sbecinah of the Glory of God, 

or which David would have built, and 
Solomon did build the Temple, and which 
filled that Temple of Solomon at the De- 
dication of it; ſo that the Prieſts could not 
enter into it, 2 Chron. vii. 1, 2. 

F. XIII. (3.) 111. (b.) The Word Olam al- 
ways declares an Eternity coeval with the 
Stub ject to which it relates; and therefore 
fmce the Kingdom of Chriſt is to have no 
End, (ſee F. vi. (1.) Notes (h) (oo), this 


fiugnifies a proper Eternity, as it relates to 


that, But as it relates to the Mediatorial 


Throne of Chriſt, at ſignifies only during the 
Oæconomy. 

F. XIII. (3.) iii. (c.) The Term is not Father 
and Son, but Vice Father and Vice-Son ; 
which cannot ſignify the ſame as Father and 
Son; Add, that by the Laws of the Medlia- 
zorial Kingdom, by which the Houſe of Abra- 
Q — 
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ham was governed before the Inſtitution of 


the Judaic Religion; if the elder Brother 
married and died without Iſſue, the ſecond 
Brother was to marry the Relict, and if be 
had Children by her, they were accounted 
as the Children of the elder Brother, Gen. 
xxxviii. Thus Son and Succeſſor are Terms 
f the ſame Signification. And in St. Mat- 
thew's Goſpel, which was written original- 
ly in Hebrew, the Phraſe goes higher, and 
ſays the Predeceſſor, tho three ſucceſſtve 
Degrees diſtant, did beget the immediate 
legal Succeſſor, his great Grandſon, Mat. 1. 9. 
Ozaas is ſaid to beget Joatham, he being 4, 
next legal ach oh when there intervened 


Toaſh, Amaziah, and Azariah, 1 Chron. 
. | 


 $.XIIL.C2.) iii. (d.) This Pronoun [of him] 
relates properly to Adam, whoſe Sin the Me- 


diator having taken upon himſelf, was to ſuf 


fer for it as bis own; this confines the 
Clauſe to the Perſon of our Lord eſus. It 


having not been foretold of any other Per- 


ſon, that he would be wicked, Saul. was 


choſen King, tho) he afterwards provoked 
God Almighty. And tho' it was foreſeen of 


Adam, that he would chuſe eternal Miſery; 
yer all things were ordered for him, as if |* 


it had been foreſeen be would have cho- 
ſen eternal Happineſs. But as our bleſſed 
Lord, before the World began, offer'd to 


ſuffer in our ſtead; it is here moſt agree- 3 


ably ſaid of him — he will be in the Sin 
| : een 
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ibe Meſſiah, and Now repealed. 
of — Adam, and ſhall be puniſhed accord- 
ingly. . e 

F. XIII. iii. (e). "PM 4nd my Cheſed, 
— In Iſaiah tv, 3. there are promiſed, The 


faithful Cheſeds of David. Which confines 
this Paſſage to the Meſſiah, as he was then to 


$. 
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XIII. 


(3.) ii. 


be Incarnate of the Houſe of David, accord- 


ing to this Paſſage. 
Cheſed has two Acceptations, as it is uſed 
with relation to God and to Man. 


Firſt, As the Cheſed of God, it is that Pro- 
pitiation made by the Eternal Word for Sin, 
by which he redeems us to himſelf, and becomes 
our Sovereign Lord on that Account, He 
himſelf, as ſuch, defends his Converſation with 
Sinners, Matth. ix. 9, —13. And his re- 
pealing the Laws of Moſes, Chap. xii. Citing 
the Prophet Hoſea, ( Chap. vi. 6.) I am ſa- 
rigſed with the Cheſed, (the Propitiation ) 
but not with the Sacrifice, (the Commemora- 
tion thereof. ) 


F.XIIL (z.) iii. (ee). Secondly, It is the Title 
of every Per ſon, who hath in his Power to be pro- 
pitious to others. And thus Saul himſelf, when 
King, was Cheſed, he had the Divine Office 
of Doing Good, which God Almighty took 


From him when he died, and gave it to David. 


The Diſtinct ion is made in ihe Title of our 
Bleſſed Lord by proper Additions, Exod. xxx1v. 
6, 7. He is proclaim'd, — Rab cheſed, and 
Notzer cheſed, The 1 Propitiation, and 
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Judaiſm inſtituted 10 manifeſt 
The Keeper of the Propitiation; which is nor 
ſaid of any created Perſons, tho never ſo good 
ä 

F. XIII. (3.) 111. (f). Heb. To retire from be- 
ore thee. „„ | 

F. XIII. (3.) iii. (g). See above in theſe Notes, 
Note (b). to which add, the Continuance of the 
Crown in the Houſe of David was promiſed no * 

arther than to the Incarnation. See above 
F.IX. (3.) (VW. This Promiſe therefore is to 
be under ſtood of the Continuance of the Jewiſh 
Polity only. 

F. XIII. (3.) iii. (h). Here the Particle Caph 
zs declarative of the Exatineſs of Nathan, 
who faithfully acquainted David with what 
God. Almighty appearing to him had told 


him, 


yp XII. (3.) iv. BUT even then as there 


might be ſeveral Branches of this Houſe 
of David, there was a farther Deſignation 
neceſſary, that we may know which of them 
ſnould have this Honour. And accordingly, 
another Prophecy confines it to the elder 
Son of that Family; the Perſon who ſhould 
inherit the Paternal Eſtate of David, the 
Scat at Bethlehem Fudah. . 


Mic. v. 2. Thou Bethlehem Ephrata, 
tho* thou. be little among the Thou- 
Sands of Fudah ; yet out of thee ſhall 
be come forth unto me, who ſhall 
be the Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe Goings 
forth 


F 

11 
3 
8 
x 
BY 
755 
be 
2 — 
5 
0 
2 
295 
2 
8 


2 * we 7 : 12 p - 7 r 1 * * 
CCC e / ng be ET I WO WS. 5 5 
« „ 1 Ts . d ne, . 2 re Ss CEE 5 
LES er Os HE ET Ot ASK OTA d EO 7 pw of 8 
3 8 0 3 e e ns 3s e 2 


2 


2 8 + 8 2 

N 2 r — 4 * 
MY py 0 2 E S . * * 
6 8 


or 


8 N - 4. 3 
21 8 8 5 La w 5 25 n is c 0 
S F 3 8 . . SSR 
Sf HEN A e 


takes away the Sin of the World. 


the Me fab, and Now repealed, 
forth have been of Old from ever- 


lafling. 


SIR, your Scheme of Literal Prophecy 
(Pag. 200.) has raiſed ſome Difficulties in 
the Application of this Prophecy: But as 
this-is one of them in St. Matthew, which is 
to be conſider'd in my ſubſequent Letters, 
you will excuſe the Conſideration thereof 


till it comes in order. 


F. XIII. (3. ts V. IT was neceſſary to fix 
the Time when this great Event ſhould 
come to paſs, that ſo we may have 
full Aſſurance of Faith, that this Son of 
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6. XIII. 


(3.) iv. 


92 


David, and no other, is God Incarnate, who 


And ac- 


cordingly, another Prophecy fixes the Time, 
that it ſhould be while the ſecond Temple 


ſtood. 


HFaggai ii. 3. Whois left among you that 

aw this Houſe in her firſt Glory, and 
how do you ſee it now J it not in 
your Eyes in compariſon of it as No- 
thing © Yet nom be ſtrong, O Lerub- 
babel. 

Ver. 4 
15 am with you, 
ſaith e 


Sabbaoth (a). 


For (a). God the Holy 
Trinity. See Note (a). 
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Judaiſm inſtituted to manifeſt 

Ver. 5. The Thing that I covenanted with 

you when you came out of Egypt,. — 

(b). For my - (c). My Mind is to 

Spirit tandeth perform it, See Note 

in the midſt of (c). 
Jou (c), fear 
Not. | os | | 

Ver. 6. For thus ſaith Febovah Sabbaoth, 

yet alittle while, 

Ver. 7. And they (d) ſhall come even the 
Deſire of all that went out: And 1 
will fill this Houſe (even I) the Glory, 

faith Fehovah Sabbaoth. 

Ver. 8. To me Sil- * Is Gold or m_ 
ver, or to me any thing, if compare 
Gold *, ſaith e * FFP 
Tehovah Sab- 

 baoth? „ 

Ver. 9. Great ſhall be the Glory of this 
latter Honſe before that of the former, 
ſaith Fehovah Sabbaoth. For in this 
Place will I give Peace, (f) ſaith 
Fehovah Sabbaoth. 


NOTES. 


§. XIII. (3.) V. (a.) Sabbaoth 3s one of 
the Names of God which gives us Notice of 
the Trinity; and ſignifies Sovereigns in the 
Plural. There is a Radix flill extant in the 


Chaldee, and uſed in Daniel, Ch. iv. 17. 


rived 


and elſewhere, from whence the Word is de- 
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out any Verſion , which to me is an Ar- 


the Meſſtab, and Now repealed. 


rived in Chaldee ; and the Chaldee Para- J. XIII. 


phraſes always recite it Literatim, with- 


gument, that it fignifies the ſame in both 
Languages, and that the Hebrew Radix 
was the ſame with the Chaldee. The Septua- 
gint render Sabbaoth ſometimes — Tay d- 
pv and frequently TTevroxexTaup, which 


latter is the Term ſed in the antient 


Creeds — I believe in God the Father, 
ue , Almighty, Maker of Heaven 
and Earth; now the Maker of Heaven and 
Earth is the Holy Trinity, fliled in the Hi- 


| ſtory of the Creation Elohim, the ſupream 


Judges; ſee above, F. VIII. (I.) (a.) and 
the Maker of Heaven and Earth, in St. Ire- 
neus, who recites the Creed, is God, and his. 
Word, and his Wiſdom: the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, whom therefore he un- 
der ſtood by this Term arrxa rep — Al- 
mighty. 

F. XIII. (3.) V. (b.) There is, evidently 
a Chaſm, which may be ſupply'd by this — 
T will perform —. —— 

F. XIII. (3.) V. (c.) Q. D. my Heart is 
with you, to do that and every thing elſe 


for your Benefit. 


N. B. The Covenant made with Iſrael at 
their coming out of eee per fTunn in all 
its Parts, one only excepted, namely, The 


raiſing up a Prophet of their Brethren, who 


was to teach them the Will of God by 
Word of Mouth only, as from one Man to 
ane 
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Judaiſm inſtituted to manifeſt 


another, and not in that frightful Manner, 


out of the midſt of Thunder and Lightning, 


and a perpetual Fire, which appeared on 
Mount Horeb. when the Law was given to 
Moſes This being not performed, there 
having been no ſuch Prophet, his coming was 
ſtill expefed, and not only that he would 
come to enforce the # a6 Law, but to 
teach a new Method of ſerving God, very 
different from that which was ordained at 
Horeb, Jer. xxx1. 31. Behold the Days come, 
ſaith the Lord, that I will make a new 
Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael. Not 


according to the Covenant I made with their 


Fathers in the Day that I took them by the 
Hand to bring them out of the Land of 
Egypt. Now we never read of any Pro- 
phet that came to make this Covenant, or that 
had any Authority ſo to do, till our bleſſed 
Saviour. Permit me to recite the Prophecy of 
Moſes concerning this Prophet, and then you 
will be convinced it means only our Lord Chrift 


| Feſus, 


Deut. xxviii. 15. The Lord thy God 
will raiſe up for thee, in tlie midſt 
of thy Brethren, a Prophet ſuch as 
I Cam), unto him ſhall ye hearken. 

Ver. 16. According to all that thou 
deſireſt of the Lord thy God in Ho- 
reb in the Day of the Aſſembly, 
ſaying, Let us not hear again the 
Voice of the Lord thy God, neither 
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the Meſſiah, and Now repealed. 


let me ſee this great Fire any more, 


that I die not. 

Ver. 17. And the Lord ſaid unto me, 
they have well ſpoke that which 
they have ſpoken. _ | 

Ver. 18. I will raiſe them up a Pro- 

phet from among their Brethren, 

uch as thou (art), and I will put 
my Word in his Mouth, and he 


ſhall ſpeak unto them all that 1 


command him. : 
Ver. 19. And it ſhall come to paſs, 


that whoſoever will not hearken un- 


to my Words which he ſhall ſpeak 
in my Name, I will require it from 
with him, (CT and that Prophet will 


require it from the Diſobedient.) 


You obſerve, Sir, this Prophet is to bring a 


new Law to Iſrael, a new Covenant, as ſe- 


remy words it ;, not to explain or enforce the 
Law of Moles, but actually to ſuperſede it. 
This therefore being promiſed as early as the 
Law of Moſes was given, God tells them 


be is now ready to fulfil , and appeals to that 


Preſence of his Spirit among them, for con- 
vincing them of his Reſolution. 

Yo have attempted to ſet afide this Pro- 
phecy, (Scheme, p. 239.) but in vain; 


for — | 


1. It 
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106 | Judaiſm inſtituted to manifeſt 


1. It cannot be Foſhua ; he brought no 
new Law from God, as this Prophet was th 


2. Nor can it be a Succeſſion of Pro- 
phets, to whom the Jews might have Re- 4 
courſe upon all Occafions. (I.) The Suc- Þ I. 
cefſion of Prophecy was fixed in the High | © 
Prieſt's Office, who anſwered by Urim and 7.0 
Thummum. (2.) The Occafion of promi- in 

fing thi: Prophet, is expreſly recorded, it 
was the Terror in which the Law was de- 
livered; therefore when the new Law was | 
to be promulged, it is herein promiſed them zh 
to be done by the natural Voice of a Man, | of 
of ſuch a one as Moies. (3.) Nor can any : : 
Proof be brought that the Singular Number | &/ 
in this Clauſe ſtands for the Plural (as you | © 
. affirm after Clericus ;) but if this Affirma- | C11 
tion does, you need not fear any farther | x 
Trouble, for you may make any thing of | 
every thing. 
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3. But it muſt be Jeſus Chriſt; tbe on- | T 
ly Prophet that ever brought any Words Je 
from God, which were ſuch as were not | 
ſpoken before; the only Perſon that ſaid, | 1 
Ye have heard it was ſaid by them of | 

old time; —— But I fay unto you: And | 
yet ſays, The Words that I ſpeak are not | © 
mine, but my Father's that ſent me. Ct 


F. XIII. 


e 
* 

W 

. 


22 e ot 
— 8 


ee 
8 


* 
7 
. 
5 
2 
3 
© 
8 
Sod 
* 
Be; 
$9 
2 7 1 
1 
5 
ws 
Fs 
3 
5 
A 
2 


» 
r 


l + Bags eu e e 9 R 
r e ILL e SY EFT: 4D BE i n ö b 


the Me ſſiah, and Nom repealed. 


F. XIII. (3.) V. (d.) The Original is in 
the Plural —— THEY {hall come — the 
Son of God incarnate, and the Spirit of God 
the Comforter. 

F. XIII. (3.) V. (e.) Goi jm, uſually ren- 
dered Heathen and Nations, is properly 
Leaders of Colonies, and may take in Lead- 
ers and Followers. And, Sir, you know 
well enough the Variety of ſummum bo- 
nums which the Philoſophers at that Time 
thought very reaſonable to fix on each in 
their Sets; which are ſo many Arguments 
of their deſire of the real ſummum bonum, 
tho they were ignorant of the Nature 
of it. | 


F. XIII. (3.) V. (f). Peace was to be 


_ given in that ſecond Temple. Now, Sir, the 


Quiet of Kingdoms is not Peace in the Scrip- 
ture Senſe of the Mord; nor was there much 
Quiet of that ſort under the ſecond Temple 
but that Quiet of Mind which ariſes from 
the Satisfaction of being . reconciled to God, 
7s the true Peace — Being juſtify'd by 
Faith, we have Peace with God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. v. 1. Do you 
your ſelf, Sir, have recourſe to your own 
Mind, and ſee if there be any other Peace, 
ſave that; and then being our. blaſſad Sa- 
viour is the Author of this Peace, may not 
even the Title Peace be given him? This ts 


certain, that if he had not come to that Tem- 


ple, God had not given Peace in that Place; 
| E 5 Thie 
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108 Judaiſm inſtituted to manifeſt 
this Clauſe therefore does foretel the Coming 
of Chriſt while that Temple flood, 


C. XIII. Ca.) THERE are other Pro- 
phecies in the Old Teſtament, which fix 
the Time under the ſecond Temple; but 
theſe above being ſufficient to my Argu- 
ment, I ſhall poſtpone thoſe, and ſum up 
what I have proved already. i 


To diſtinguiſh our Saviour from all 
Pretenders to his Office, as well 
as to fix our Faith in the Satif- 
faction he has made for our Sins 
according to his Oblation of him- 
ſelf for us, and induce us to chuſe 
that eternal Happineſs for which 
we were created, by aſſuring us 
it is now in our Power to chuſe it: 
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It was foretold, 


I. THAT our Redeemer ſhould take 
our Nature of the Seed of Abra- 


bam. 
II. of the Tribe of Judah. 
III. - of the Houſe of David. 


P 
e 
2 


IV. of the right Heir of that Houſe, 
one who held the Paternal Seat. 
V. while the ſecond Temple was 


ſtanding at Jeruſalem. 
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THESE Things required that the Fa- 


mily of Abraham ſhould keep Records of 


their Family and Eſtates; and tho' we can- 


not ſay theſe Things could not have been 


done otherwiſe, yet it pleaſed Infinite W1ſ- 
dom to multiply Abraham's Family to a 
mighty Nation, and gave them a peculiar 
Religion and Polity, by which they were 
kept ſeparate from all other Nations : But 
being there does not appear any Reaſon for 
that Religion and Polity, fave the fixing theſe 
and ſuch other Characteriſticks of our Sa- 
viour, as Infinite Wiſdom thought neceſſary 
to deſcribe him by; And being their own 


Prophets foretell, all the Variations in the 


Fewiſh Religion from that of the Parriarchs, 
ſhould be abrogated at the Incarnation of 
our Saviour; therefore we rightly conclude 
Fudaiſm was inſtituted for the Service of 
Chriſtianity ;, and that Now having anſwer d 
the End, it is for ever vacated, and ſet aſide. 
It was to give us a ſure and certain Founda- 
tion of Faith in Chriſt, and if it does not do 
ſo, it is our own great Fault. — This Faith 
is to lead us to eternal Happineſs, and woe 
unto us if we loſe the Way: We muſt be 
for ever miſerable, if we will not be happy 
for ever. 


F. XIV. (I.) SIR, I cannot conclude this 
Letter, without giving you Notice of a Di- 
ſtinction neceſſary to be made between the 


Prophecies that deſcribe the Perſon, and thote 
1 


Judaiſm inſtituted to manifeſt 

that only deſcribe the Office of our Saviour; 

the one may be figurative, tho?*. the other 

muſt be certain and determinate. 
THE Office of our Bleſſed Saviour was 

proviſionally ſettled before the Creation of . 

the World, and was enter'd upon when there 

could be no loſs of Secular Honour, Riches, 

or even Senſual Pleaſures ſuffer d by our firſt 

Parents. Any Prophetick Expreſſions there- 

fore, that the Meſſiah ſhould procure for us, 

or reſtore to us any of thoſe Things, are not 

to be taken in the Literal Senſe; it would be 

abſurd to think ſo. . 1 
SECULAR Honour, that which the great 

Men of this World are ſo fond of, muſt have 

been en joy' d by Adam in the higheſt Degree 

after his Fall; ſo alſo muſt Riches; and even 

the healthful State of his Body muſt have af- 

forded him the moſt exquiſite Senſations. 

There is not the leaſt Foundation for ſup- ; 

poſing his Bamiſhment from Eden made him a . 

Loſer in any of thoſe Reſpects; and there- 

fore, the Saviour he expected, could not be 

ſuch a one as might reſtore them to him. 

TEE Salvation our Bleſſed Saviour hath 

obtain'd for us, is ſuch as no Secular Prince 

can of himſelf obtain. It is delivering us 

from that eternal Death from which the 

greateſt Potentate wants this Saviour to de- 

liver him. | 

THE want of this Diſtinction may have 
given occaſion to ſome for expecting a Lite- 
ral Completion of thoſe Prophecies, and to 
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found thereupon an Abſurd Expectation of a 
Secular Meſſiah, as the Fews now do: But, 
Sir, you know better. You ſee him come 
in a very mean State, Born in a Stable, laid 
in a Manger, brought up in a mechanic Em- 
ployment, Having no where to lay bis Head, 
Beginning his Kingdom on a Foundation con- 
trary to all worldly Grandeur, --- Bleſſed are 
the Poor in Spirit, --- Bleſſed are they that 
mourn, --- Hleſſed are they that are perſecured 
for Righteouſneſs ſake, — and forbidding all 
Care for Things of this Life, — All Revenge, 
— All ſenſual Pleaſures, and, in ſhort, 
condemning every Thing that the World 
calls Great, Proſperous, and Happy. And 


you cannot think the two Sons of Zebedee 


were ſtupid enough to mean Secular Ad- 
vancement, when they moved to fit on his 
Left and Right Hand. The Fews rejected 
him, becauſe he taught them Spiritual Laws 
of a Spiritual Kingdom; and could his Diſci- 
ples expect Secular Advantages under him, 
when he had told them, the only Prefer- 
ment in his Kingdom is to be Servant to 


all Men? 
F. XV. (1). 1 o have ſeen, Sir, the Rea- 


ſon for ſetting up the Jeꝛeiſb Religion, and 


giving them a peculiar Polity, and Laws dif- 


ferent in many Inſtances from the Laws of 


the Mediatorial Kingdom : Let me now 
give you ſome of the chiefeſt Inſtances of 


that Variation, and the Prophecies declaring 
4 a 


the Meſſaah, and Now repealed. 111 
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. Judaiſm inflituted to manifeſt 
the Repeal of each, when the Meſſiah ſhould 


Come. ; - 


Firſt, As to the Prieſthood. Before Moſes, 
the Father of the Family was the Prieſt, and 
offer'd the Bacritices, and preached the Righ- 
teouſneſs by Faith. The Rebellion of Corb, 
with the Heads of the Tribes, was their 


inſiſting upon their antient Rights of Sacri- 


fices, Num. xvi. After the Prieſthood was 

ſettled upon Aaron and his Family. Now 

this Settlement was but till the Meſliah 

| ſhould come, who was then to eſtabliſh ano- 
ther Prieſthood. 


x Sam. ii. 23. J will in my own Perſon, 
faith Fehovab, ſet up the faithful 
Prieſt, who ſhall do all that is in 


my Heart, and he ſhall make to walk 


in the Repreſentative Perſon of me 
the Meſſiah | i. e. ſhall conſecrate 


others. | 


AND this was done by our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, the Eternal Son of Gop : He took 
our Nature into his Perſon, he made this 


the faithful Prieſt, who offer'd itſelf for us: 


He conſecrated the Apoſtles, and they others, 
continuing a Succeſſion of an Order of Per- 
ſons repreſenting our Bleſſed Lord. 


_ Secondly, TuE Sacrifices before Moſes 
were offered 1n every Place. You find in 
Gene ſis, 
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the Meſſiah, and Now repealed. 

Geneſis, Abraham and the Patriarebs upon 
all Occaſions fetting up Altars where 
they thought fit. But by the Law of 
Moſes theſe were confined to that Place 
which the Lord ſhould chuſe, and he 
choſe Sion. But all theſe Sacrifices had 
their Value, only as they repreſented the 


Sacrifice of Chriſt : And it was foretold, \ 


that at his Coming there ſhould be offer'd 
in every Place the pure Offering; which 
being a new Inſtitution is a Superſedeas 
of the former. And our Saviour did this; 
he inſtitured that pure Offering which is 
now offer'd in every Place: He com- 
manded his Repreſentatives, the Prieſts, 
to make a Memorial of him, which they 
have done ever ſince, and muſt continue 
till his ſecond Coming : But as for the 
Temple at Mount Swn, that has been 
long fince demoliſhed, and muſt continue 
for ever in Ruins, | 


Thirdly, As to the Moral Law. Under 
the ſecond Oeconomy, from Adam to Moſes, 
it was the very ſame as it is now. I will 
Inſtance in forgiving Injuries, the Particu- 
lar moſt difficult to be obſerved, and yet 
you find Fob a perfect Chriſtian in this In- 
ſtance, Fob xxxi. 29. If I rejoiced at the 
DePruftion of him that hated me, or lift up 
my ſelf when Evil found him, neither have 
J ſuffered my Mouth to fin, by wiſhing 4 
Curſe to his Soul, It is evident from hence, 


2 | that 


I13 


conſequently the Salvation of all che World. 


And you will agree, that had the Fews been 
a poor State, there muſt have been a perpe- 


tual Miracle to uphold them; and that to 


prevent their falling into Poverty, their 
Law abounds with Precepts which tended 
to make the whole Nation, and every Member 
of it very rich. But this Superſedeas of the 
Law of the Mediatorial Kingdom was taken 
off at the Incarnation. We are now not to 
mind our own ſecular Intereſt, but the ſpi- 
ritual Good of all Mankind; and in order 
to this, we are to paſs over all ſorts of Inju- 
ries, and not to reſiſt Evil; the Lamb is now 
to venture it ſelf with the Lion, and the Child 
to put his Hand on the Hole of the Cocatrice's 
1 Den; 
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Den; as well knowing that our eternal Hap- 
p neſs for which we were created, is ſecured 


to us, and increaſed by our patiently ſuffer- 


ing; that our light Afflictions, which are 
but for a Moment, work out for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal Weight of 


Flory. 


I T was eaſy enough to ſhew, that all Ju- 
daiſm, which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is only the 
Variation of the Law of Moſes from that 
of the Mediatorial Kingdom, was inſtituted 
for the Purpoſes mentioned, and actually 
foretold ſnovld be repealed when thoſe Pur- 
poſes are anſwered. But theſe Three Inſtan- 
ces may ſuffice. 


F. XV. C2.) THE Author of the Scheme 
ſeems to be of Opinion, (p. 120.) that the 
Law of Moſes was to be perpetual; and 


founds his Notions: upon ſome Paſſages in 


Malachi but the Fault 1s owing to the 
Verſion ; let me therefore ſet him right 


therein. 


Malachi iii. 1. Behold, I have ſent my 
Angel. and he hath prepared the 
Way before my Ferſons ; and the 
Adon (the Son of God) whom ye 
are expecting, even the Angel of that 

Q 2 Covenant 
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Covenant which 
makes you de fire- in Three Perſons ; 
able, behold he ſee above, F. XIII. 
ſhall come, ſaith (3.3 a.) 
Jehovah WL... 

oth, (a). 


This is ſpoken by the whole Holy Trinity, 
who having now prepared all Things for 
manifeſting the Meſſiah, declares his Coming 
in a ſhort Time. The Text is confined to 
our Saviour by the Title Ha- Aaon, the lame 
as in Pſal. cx. 1. 


Ver. 3. ---- And he 2 ly the Suc= 
ceſſor of Levi. And they ſhall be 
the Men who offer to Jehov ah the N 
Fering in Righteouſneſs. 


a> 


The Succeſſors are called Sans in the Old 


Teſtament.” See F. XIII. (3.) (c). The Chri- 


ſtian Prieſts who ſucceed the Patriarchal, 


as well as the Aaronical Diſpenſation. The 
Offering in Righteouſneſs is the Chriſtian 
Euchariſt, which is offer'd in the Faith of 
7 Paſſion, 35 which we are juſti- 
V 


Ver. 4. 


(a) The One God 
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Ver. 4 Then ſhall the Offering of Judah 
_ be pleaſant unto Jebovab, as in 


Days Lf old. 


Jo wit, as in the Patriarchal Diſpenſation 


when the Father of every Family was 
Prieſt therein. 


Ver. 6. I am Tehowah, I change not, 
therefhre the Sons of Jacob « are not 
conſumed. 


Their Polity was preſerved, becauſe he would 
not alter his Promiſe to Abraham, of being 
Incarnate of his Poſterity; but that Polity 
Was to be changed as ſoon as Chriſt ſhould 
be Incarnate. Then the New Covenant was 
to be made, Fer. xxxi. 31. 


Chap. iv. 4. Remember the Law of 


Moſes wi Servant, which I commanded 
bim, === 


That Law which was given to keep them a 


Peculiar People till he ſhould come, that fo 


among them might be compleated all thoſe 


Deſignations of himſelf by which he might 


be known, 
| Ver. 5. 
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ſiah? 


Judaiſm inflituted to manifeſt 


Ver. 5. Behold J ſend you, A Prophet 
Elijah — 


A Prophet Elijah — ſuch a one as Elijah 
was, — Such was St. Fohn Baptiſt; not the 


Soul of Elias, nor his Soul and Body, — 
but one of the fame Spirit. The Septuagint 
in ſome Copies read Elias the Tiſhbite, which 


ſeems to have given you ſome Encourage- 
ment to ſuppoſe with the Modern Fews 
that Eljah is to come in Perſon : But 


Sir, this 1s an Error. No Figure being 
more common than giving the ſame Name 
to Men of like Qualifications and Diſpo- 
fitions. The Meſſiah is ſtiled David the 
King, And yet what a fort of Expoſitor 
would you think him to be, who ſhould 
from hence aſſert that King David is to 
riſe from the Dead to be the Meſ- 


The CLOsSs k. 
By this time therefore, Sir, if il 


do not flatter my ſelf, you are convin- 


ced my Two Propoſitions are fully pro- 
ved; which was all- J undertook in this 


Letter. 
IF you have any Doubt ſtill remain- 


ing concerning theſe Things; or if any 


Argument I have uſed wants farther 
Explanation, I am, with Gop's Aſliſtance, 
ready to give Satisfaction. Otherwiſe I 


{hall 


the Meſſiah, and Nom WN 

ſhall with the utmoſt Diligence proceed 
in my following Letters, to ſhew you 
| The exact literal Senſe of the Prophe- 
cies in the Old Teſtament, by which 
che Perſon of the Meſſiah is deſcribed; 
and the exact Conformity of our bleſe 
ſed d aviour Feſus with each Particular. 


FROM the whole, Sir, you will re- 


flect upon the happy State in which 
this our Lord and Saviour has placed 
us; he has ſet before us Life and Hap- 


pineſs, that is to laſt through all Eter- 


nity; and, ſhall I add, he grieves for 


us if we refuſe it; Berau we muſt 


be eternally miſerable, if we will not 


be N happy. 


By Him there fore, and with Him, in 
"Dairy of the Holy Ghoſt, all Ho- 
nour and Glory be to 8 the 
Father Almighty, World without 
Ena, Amen. 


I am, with very great Reſpect, 
88 
Your moſt Obedient, 


and moſt humble Servant. 
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I. HE Neceſſity of: Divine R evelation, and 

1 the Truth of the Chriſtian Revelation 
aſſe ed; in eight Sermons. ' To which is pre- 
fix d, a Preface, with ſome Remarks on a late 
Book, intitled, The Scheme of Literal Prophecy con- 
fi der d, &c. By John Rogers, D: D. Canon of 


Wells, and Ghaplain in e to his Majeſty, ; 


800. 172). 


II. A Vindication 4 the Civil Eſtablimment 


of Religion: wherein ſome Poſitions of Mr. 


Chandler, the Author of Literal Scheme, c. and 


an Anonymous Letter on that Subject, are occa- 
ſionally confider'd. With an Appendix concern- 
ing a Letter from the Reverend Dr. Marſhal, and 
an Anſwer to the fame. By FJ. Rogers, D. P. 
&c. 800. 1725 

III. Reaſons againſt Cony erſion to the Church of 
Rome. In a Letter to his Guardian, a late Con- 
vert to that Church. By a Student of the Temple. 


80. 1726 


IV. Sixty Sermons preach'd on ſeveral Occa- 
ſions. By George Hnalridge, D. D. late Lord 


Biſhop of Briſtol. The Second Edition. Folio. 1726. 


V. A Practical Treatiſe of Chriſtian Perfection. 
By H#7l/iam Law, A. M. The Second Edition, 


8V0. 1728 
VI. Mr. Law's Remarks upon a late Book, in- 


tituled, The Fable of the Bees : Or, Private Vi- 
ces publick Benefits. To which is added a Poſt- 
ſcript, containing an Obſervation or twaon Mr. 


Bayle. Tbe I hird Edition, 8 vo. 1726 
VII. "Three Letters to the Biſhop. of 

Bangor. The Eighth Fairion, 897. 1721 
VIII. Umawfulneſs of Stage. Entertain 


ments. Tue Second Edition, 8. 799 
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